Sunflower

The American Legion -

Legionnaire

Today’s Voice for Today’s Veterans & Military

[ vVOL LXXX NO. 2

KANSAS DEPARTMENT OF THE AMERICAN LEGION

October, November, December 2026

EISENHOWER TURKEY RUN /

OPERATION: NORTH POLE

PILGRIMAGE

he Eisen-
hower Pilgrim-
age is an annual
commemorative
event held in
Abilene, Kan-
sas, to honor the
legacy of Gen-
eral Dwight D.
Eisenhower. This
solemn tradition
occurs every year
on the Saturday
closest to Eisen-
hower’s birthday.
The pilgrim-
age serves as a
powerful  trib-
ute to the 34th
President of the
United States—

the only U.S. command-
er-in-chief who claimed
Kansas as his home state.
The multi-decade tradition
brings together hundreds of
veterans, military supporters,
and civic groups on the ex-
pansive campus of the Eisen-

Dwight D. Eisenhower, May 26, 1959

hower Presidential Library
and Museum. It is a collab-
orative effort uniting the en-
tire American Legion family.
This year's pilgrimage will
be at the Eisenhower Mu-
seum and Library in Abilene
on Saturday, October 17.

The Big Red ‘1’ Turkey
Run will be held Saturday
November 21, 2026 at Fort
Riley. This event provides a
turkey and fixings to the fam-
ilies of the Soldier Recovery
Unit (formerly the Warrior
Transition Battalion), and
other military families in
need. This year, our goal is
to provide food for 600 fami-
lies. Volunteers are needed
to gather food as well as dis-
tribute the food at Fort Riley.
A list of food items will be
coming out shortly. The vol-
unteers will be able to show
the face of The American Le-
gion when they load the food
into cars for those needing
assistance.

In addition to the Turkey
Run, the Legion Family is
working to make Operation
North Pole great as well,
which is scheduled for De-
cember 5, 2026. Operation
North Pole provides holiday
gifts and activities for the
families of deployed soldiers,
and other military families in
need.

Monetary donations may
be sent to Department Head-
quarters. Please make checks
payable to: Kansas Depart-
ment of The American Le-
gion. Please indicate on the
check which event you are
supporting;  Turkey Run,
ONP, or both.

For additional information
please contact ALR Depart-
ment Chairman Barry Ma-
ples at legionridersdirector@
kansaslegion.org or (785)
410-4393.

ay Bowden - National Com-
mander of The American Legion

MEET THE NEW NATIONAL COMMANDER

A retired chief war-
rant officer three, Bowen
worked in radar and missile
maintenance on HAWK and
Patriot systems. His 20-year
Army career included ser-
vice in Operation Desert
Shield.

Following his military
service, Bowen worked in
the private sector in roles
including distribution man-
agement and telecommu-
nications engineering. He
built a preventive mainte-
nance program for baked
beans manufacturer Bush
Brothers & Company. He

later worked in federal de-
fense contracting. He holds
a Bachelor of Science de-
gree from Southern Arkan-
sas University, graduating
summa cum laude, and a
Master of Arts degree from
Webster University.

Bowen has held numer-
ous leadership positions
within The American Le-
gion at the post, district, de-
partment (state), and nation-
al levels. A Paid Up For Life
Member of Neal Thomas
Jr.-Centennial Post 209 in
Colorado Springs, Colo., he
is a Past Commander of the

Department of Colorado.
At the national level, he has
served as Chairman of the
Veterans Employment and
Education Commission,
Chairman of the Veterans
Affairs and Rehabilitation
Commission, and Chair-
man of the Membership and
Post Activities Committee,
among other roles.

As national commander,
Bowen emphasizes The
American Legion’s mis-
sion of service through his
theme, “Be Part of the Solu-
tion (B P.O.T.S.),” encour-
aging members to engage

actively in their communi-
ties, support veterans, and
their families, and advance
the organization’s legis-
lative priorities. He is a
staunch advocate for The
American Legion “Be the
One” mission to prevent
veteran suicide.

Bowen and his wife,
Jackie, have two sons and
four grandchildren, all
members of The American
Legion Family. Their oldest
grandson recently married
a very nice lady with three
sons, so they are now great-
grandparents.
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As I sat here writing up
the things that we have done
over the past quarter and the
things that we need to do
over the next quarter, [ took
a look at all the activities that
are coming up and what they
truly represent not just to our
state but to our Legion Fam-
ily. I also contemplated why
I am writing an article and
what I really want to say. We
have coming up the Veterans
Day celebration as well as our
Kansas Department Family
Christmas Party on the 12th
of December. The Riders will
be doing the Turkey Run and
Operation North Pole for the
families of deployed soldiers
at Fort Riley. Some of us are
going to National Fall Meet-
ings and we all have District
Homecoming events coming
up. We also all have member-
ship challenges, and we been
given goals to meet in order
to continue to make our Posts
and Districts stronger.

It just didn't seem, though,
that this should be a discus-
sion of what we were doing. It
should rather be a discussion
on why we are doing these
activities, why we are trying
to make our Post stronger by
increasing our membership,
and why it is important to
continue to embed ourselves
more strongly into our com-
munities.

This year, our nation will
mark two anniversaries of
extraordinary  significance:
the 250th Anniversary of the
Declaration of Independence
and the 25th Anniversary of
the Attacks of September 11,
2001. These milestones, sepa-
rated by more than two centu-
ries, speak to the same truth,
that America survives and
thrives because Americans
step forward when their com-
munities and their Country
need them most.

For the American Legion
Family of the Department of
Kansas, these anniversaries
are more than historical mark-
ers. They are reminders of our
mission, our responsibilities,
and the vital role that strong,
community focused Posts
play in preserving the ideals
that define our nation. They
are also reminders that this
nation rises from the ashes
stronger than the events that
were meant to break us. These
actions are the physical grit
and determination of the true
American Spirit and strength.
With this same determination
to overcome, we deliver our
programs to our veterans, mil-
itary, children and youth and
our communities.

In 1776, the Declaration
of Independence articulated a
bold vision: that free people
could govern themselves, de-
fend their liberties, and build
a nation rooted in shared pur-
pose. This cornerstone docu-
ment of what we are as aa na-
tion is not simply a relic of the
past, it is a living promise that
each generation must uphold
and carry out by example.

As Legionnaires and part of
the American Legion Family,
we are uniquely positioned
to help Kansas communities
reflect on the meaning of this
anniversary. Our programs,
ceremonies, youth initiatives,
and civic engagement efforts
all reinforce the principles of
liberty, unity, civic responsi-
bility, and service. These val-
ues are not abstract concepts;
they are the foundation of our
organization and the reason
our Posts matter.

The 250th Anniversary of-
fers us an opportunity to lead,
to educate, to commemorate,
to inspire, and set the exam-
ple. It is a moment to remind
our communities that patrio-
tism is not passive. It is active,

intentional, and rooted in ser-
vice: service to the commu-
nity, state, and nation.

Twenty five years ago, our
nation faced a moment of pro-
found tragedy and extraordi-
nary courage. The attacks of
September 11, 2001, changed
the course of American his-
tory and shaped the service of
millions of veterans, first re-
sponders, and families.

For many Kansas Legion-
naires, 9/11 is not distant his-
tory. It is part of our lived ex-
perience: a day that influenced
deployments, careers, and
the missions we carried out
around the world. The anni-
versary is a time to honor those
we lost, those who served, and
those who continue to bear the
weight of that day.

It is also a reminder that the
spirit of service did not end in
1776. It did not end in 2001. It
continues today in every com-
munity where Legionnaires
step forward to support veter-
ans, strengthen families, and
uphold the values that define
our nation.

Both anniversaries point to
a shared message: America
endures because Americans
serve; and when they return,
they continue to serve. They
serve in our communities, in
our schools, in our local gov-
ernments, as first responders,
and as an integral part of the
fabric of our communities.

That is exactly what strong,
active, community focused
American Legion families do.

* They preserve the ideals
of 1776 by teaching patrio-
tism and civic duty.

* They honor the sacrifices
of 9/11 by supporting vet-
erans, first responders, and
families.

* They strengthen commu-
nities through visible, mean-
ingful engagement.

A viable Post is not defined
by its building or its size. It is
defined by its membership, its
mission, and its impact. When
Posts are active, present, and
connected to their communi-
ties, they become essential
pillars of civic life — just as
the founders envisioned and
just as the heroes of 9/11 dem-
onstrate.

The

American  Legion

Page 2

Family, including Legion-
naires, Auxiliary, and S.A.L.
is uniquely equipped to lead
Kansas communities through
these historic anniversaries.
Together, we can:

* Host commemorations
that educate and inspire;

* Support veterans and fam-
ilies with programs that reflect
our values;

e Partner with schools,
civic organizations, and local
leaders; and

* Promote patriotism, unity,
and service across genera-
tions.

The American Legion
Riders most exemplify the
strength of the family and its
effectiveness. This is truly a
family organization and fo-
cuses on commitment, perfor-
mance, and community action
as a family. When their ac-
tivities are focused on exem-
plifying the four pillars and
the community aspect of the
American Legion, their voice
is resounding and their actions
are truly exemplary.

These anniversaries are
not just opportunities to look
back. They are opportunities
to look forward to strength-
ening our Posts, grow our
membership, and reaffirm our
commitment to serving God
and Country. As we continue
to celebrate the 250th Anni-
versary of the Declaration of
Independence and the 25th
Anniversary of 9/11, we are
reminded that America’s story
is written by those who keep
moving forward. The Ameri-
can Legion has always been
part of that story. And in Kan-
sas, we will continue to lead
with pride, unity, and unwav-
ering dedication.

This is our moment to re-
commit to the mission that
has guided us for more than a
century: Strengthen our Posts.
Grow our membership. In-
crease our engagement. Serve
our communities. Honor our
nation.

The anniversaries and the
activities ahead are a part of
how we answer the call us
action, and a community fo-
cused American Legion Fam-
ily, stronger together will be
ready to answer that call.

George Pogge
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Hello Legionnaires,

The new membership
year has started and we are
off to a great start. We had
a very interesting trip to
Indianapolis. We had three
van loads with 15 mem-
bers attending the Annual
Membership Conference
where our annual mem-
bership goals were set. We
had many conversations
and discussions on how to
reach our 2026-2027 goals.
Thanks to the excellent
work of the membership
committee, we have a plan.
Please contact your Dis-
trict leadership to see how
your Post goals came about
and their guidance.

During August the Com-
manders Homecoming was
held at Post 4 in Wichita.
This was a great event and
was well attended. Post 4
did an excellent job.

At the end of August and
beginning of September
the National Convention
was held in Louisville, K.
Kansas had members of the
ALR join the Legacy Run
and the Convention was
attended by a large group
of the Kansas American
Legion Families. Here we
were able to network with
other Legionnaires from
around the Country and
exchange ideas that work
well and not so well. I feel
what we discussed will be
of help to meet our goals.

The Kansas State Fair
was well attended by each
of the Districts. It was very
hot again this year but we
had a large amount of peo-

ple stopping by the booth
and speak with the volun-
teers manning the booth.
Thank you to the volun-
teers and showing your Le-
gion Pride.

District Command-
ers will be holding their
Homecoming within the
next couple of months. I
am going to try and attend
as many as possible. How-
ever, when 3 or 4 are held
on the same day it makes
it very difficult to attend
them all. I’ll do my best to
attend what I can. I would
like to invite everyone to
attend the Vice Command-
er’s Legion Family Home-
coming that will be held at
noon, October 17, 2026,
which also includes Laurie
Kerns, the American Le-
gion Auxiliary Department
Vice President and Jeff
Kerns, the S.A.L. Detach-
ment Vice Commander. We
are hosting the homecom-
ing at the Greyhound Hall
of Fame, which is directly
adjacent to the Eisenhower
Memorial in Abilene.

As always, if you have
any questions, comments,
or concerns I am available
for you. If you would like
for me to attend an event
at your Post or District,
please let me know. As
always call me anytime if
you have any concerns. I
look forward for the op-
portunity to be of service.
Thank you for everything
You do for the Ameri-
can Legion. For God and
Country.
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ADJUTANT’S BRIEFS

By Department Adjutant Jimmie L. Foster

Many of the District
and Department Officers
have already alluded to
their travels to various
Events around the De-
partment and State of
Kansas in their Articles.

Many Members of The
American Legion Family
attended the 107th Na-
tional Convention held
in Louisville, Kentucky
from 27 August to 3 Sep-
tember 2026. Many of
the Elected Kansas Del-
egates were very busy
attending various Com-
mission or Committee
Meetings to partake in
items that were to be
voted on in those Meet-
ings and then reported
from that Commission or
Commission to the Del-
egates on the floor of the
National Convention.

Also, Leading Candi-
date for National Com-
mander John “Jay” Bow-
en from the Department
of Colorado and Trail
Candidate Matthew Shu-
man from the Depart-
ment of Arizona, each
sent Representatives
to the Kansas Caucus.
Both, Jay and Matthew’s
Representatives, spoke to
the Kansas Delegates and
passed out brochures,
pins, and pens to those in
attendance and encour-
aged Our Members to
support their Candidates
for National Commander
of The American Legion.

The Convention is not
always business oriented;
there is some free time to
enjoy the host City and
their venues. The De-
partment of Kansas had a
superb sliced Brisket and

pulled chicken dinner at
Shawnee American Le-
gion Post # 193 in Louis-
ville prepared by Mission
BBQ Smokehouse Cater-
ing Company. It was a
relaxing evening, com-
plete with Members tell-
ing jokes, and with those
visiting, making new
friendships, and keeping
some old ones going.

For those that stayed
around until Thursday
afternoon witnessed the
National Commander
take the Oath of Office
on the Stage. John “Jay”
Bowen from the Depart-
ment of Colorado swore
into his position as Na-
tional Commander of
The American Legion.

Jay and his Aide, Mar-
vin Weaver Jr. will be
touring the Western Side
of the State of Kansas
from 1 to 4 November
2026. National Com-
mander Jay will visit as
many Posts as possible
while here in Kansas. A
great turnout showing up
at each location would be
wonderful. There is nor-
mally food galore at each
stop and we hope every-
one enjoys themselves. |
know that National Com-
mander Bowen and his
Aide have commented
that they are looking for-
ward to visiting the Posts
and the Legion Family
Members here in Kansas!

Next year’s 108th Na-
tional Convention will
be held right here in our
back yard in Kansas City,
Missouri from 26 August
to 2 September 2027. 1
know the City of Kansas

(Continued on Page 9)
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Stronger Through Learning -

Military service teaches us
that training is never complete.
Just as we prepare for evolving
challenges in the military, we
must also embrace continuous
education within The American
Legion. This growth helps us
become more effective leaders
and advocates for veterans and
their communities.

Leadership in The Ameri-
can Legion goes beyond titles;
it requires overseeing finances,
conducting meetings, recruiting
members, and advocating for
legislation. These roles demand
knowledge and a commitment
to learning.

Ongoing professional devel-
opment strengthens individual
members and boosts member-
ship engagement. Well-orga-
nized meetings and clear com-
munication foster involvement,
while training equips us to wel-
come new members, resolve
conflicts, and prepare future
leaders. Investing in our devel-
opment is vital for the organiza-
tion's future.

A great starting point is The
American Legion’s online Ba-
sic Training course. This official
training program is available
to officers, members, Legion
College applicants, and anyone
interested in broadening their
understanding of the nation’s
largest veterans service organi-
zation.

Basic Training helps mem-
bers better understand The
American Legion’s history,
structure, mission, programs,
and guiding principles. It pro-
vides a common foundation so
Legionnaires can see how their
work at the Post level connects
to the organization's broader
mission.

The course is especially
valuable for new members and
newly elected officers, but ex-
perienced Legionnaires can
also benefit from reviewing the
material. Even those who have
served for many years may dis-
cover programs, resources, or

organizational information they
did not previously know.

Posts can encourage every
new member to complete Ba-
sic Training as part of the wel-
coming process. Officers and
committee members can also
complete it together and discuss
how the information applies to
their responsibilities. Establish-
ing this shared foundation can
improve communication, en-
courage involvement, and help
members recognize the many
ways they can contribute.

After completing Basic
Training, members can enhance
their skills through The Ameri-
can Legion’s Training Tuesday
webinars held on the last Tues-
day of each month. These ses-
sions, lasting 60 to 90 minutes,
are designed for Post command-
ers, adjutants, and other leaders
and cover practical topics for
immediate application at vari-
ous levels.

Though recordings are avail-
able for those who can’t attend
live, it’s crucial to apply what
you learn. Members should con-
sider what ideas can be applied
in their Posts, how to improve
processes, and who else could
benefit from these insights. A
culture of continuous learning
can be built by including brief
training topics in meetings, en-
couraging completion of Basic
Training, sharing recorded ses-
sions, and involving experi-
enced members in mentorship.
View training as preparation for
better service rather than criti-
cism.

The question is not whether
we already know enough to
serve. The better question is:
What can we learn today that
will help us serve someone bet-
ter tomorrow?

Legionnaires can access the
Basic Training course, Training
Tuesdays, National American
Legion College information,
service officer training, and ad-
ditional learning opportunities
through the American Legion
Training Center.

Greetings Kansas Legion-
naires,

First, I would like to say
with deepest sympathy to the
Eldridge Family and 3rd Dis-
trict who lost a valued Member
and Officer. Sergeant of Arms
Tommy Eldridge has passed
on to Post Everlasting. Tommy
was a very dedicated Legion-
naire and will be sincerely
missed among our ranks.

This year marks a truly his-
toric milestone—the 250th
Anniversary of our nation's
founding. The freedoms we
enjoy today did not come with-
out sacrifice. Generation after
generation, Americans have
answered the call to defend
our Constitution and the ideals
expressed in the Declaration
of Independence. As Members
of the American Legion, we
are proud to honor those who
served, remember those who
gave everything, and continue
to support the veterans, active-
duty service members, and
families who carry that legacy
forward.

That is why I want to talk
about something that is ex-
tremely important to the fu-
ture of our American Legion
and that is keeping our current
members active, involved, and
connected. Recruiting new
members is very important.
Bringing Veterans into the
American Legion is important.
But getting a member to sign
up is only the beginning. Mem-
bership is not just a number on
a roster. Our real challenge is
making sure Members are Ac-
tive and feel like they are part
of something important after
they join. We need to make our
Post a place where Members
want to be. That means hav-
ing regular activities, not just
meetings. Meetings are neces-
sary, but they shouldn’t be the
only time we see one another.
We need to create opportuni-

ties for our Members to get to
know one another—not just as
Legionnaires, but as friends.

Don't just ask someone to
become an Officer. Ask them
to become part of something.
We need to remember that not
every member wants to be an
officer or sit on a committee
but would be willing to assist
in other ways. Such as help
with meals, youth programs,
Honor Guard, or just a fund-
raising event at your Post. All
those contributions are valu-
able to your Post and give them
a reason to show up and get
involved. An important part
of keeping members active is
by giving them an opportu-
nity to contribute. We should
also remember that keeping
members active doesn’t mean
leaving their families behind.
Make it a family affair. Our
families are an important part
of our success. Work with
your Legion Families, The
Sons of the American Legion
and the American Legion
Auxiliary. Invite spouses,
children, grandchildren, and
friends to appropriate events.
Let them see what the Ameri-
can Legion is all about. When
families become familiar with
their Post they become part of
the Legion Family, and those
relationships can last for gen-
erations.

And when someone does
volunteer, thank them. A sim-
ple “We appreciate you” can
mean more than we realize.
We should also make every
effort to recognize members
who consistently participate.
At meetings, dinners, ceremo-
nies, and community events,
let’s recognize the people who
are putting in the work. Rec-
ognition encourages participa-
tion.

Fellow Legionnaires, keep-
ing our current members ac-

(Continued on Page 7)
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FIRST DISTRICT
COMMANDER

ED GUNNELS
(913) 680-8212

us closer together. If you
need help with membership
please contact myself or your
District Vice Commander. If
you have a story of success
for membership please share
with your fellow Command-
ers and Adjutants within the
District.

Ist District Convention on
April 10, 2027, Mayetta Post
423.

Once again thank you
for supporting st District,
American Legion Depart-
ment of Kansas.

Hello 1st District.

Hope everyone is doing
well. Hope everyone is ready
for fall and some good foot-
ball. Ist District was well
represented at the State Fair.
I want to thank those that at-
tended the Fair. Membership
percentages are looking good
in 1st District. I will be send-
ing out membership informa-
tion to all Post Commanders
to help with keeping your
current members and gaining
new members. Let’s keep up
the good work and keep en-
couraging your members to
renew. Without their mem-
bership the American Legion
cannot support our veterans,
their families and the other
programs provided by the
American Legion. 1 would
like to see as many Posts in the
District reach 75% by the end
of September, 80% by the end
of October and finally 100%
by the end of the year. Mark
your calendars for 1st District
homecoming is 10 October
2026 at Post 400 in Topeka.
I want to thank Post 400 for
hosting our Homecoming.
Please join us for some good
food and fellowship with our
legion family. We are looking
for new ideas to bring the 1st
District together as a Family,
planning activities to bring

fer. If you know of an event
at a Post please share it to the
District Facebook page so
that we all can support each
other. No one can do it alone,
so don’t be afraid to ask for
help. Feel free to contact me
anytime. Thank You for al-
lowing me to serve you.

COMMANDER

PAUL GRANTHAM
(620) 506-1106

THIRD DISTRICT
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(913) 638-7865 <
Greetings District 2.

We are off to a great year
in the first quarter. 1 hope
everyone is doing well and
enjoyed summer, and ready
for some nice cooler fall
weather. [ wanted to thank
everyone that showed up
and worked at the Kansas
State Fair. Lots of fun was
had and we were able to help
several veterans and their
families. Don’t forget the
District Homecoming on No-
vember 7th in Paola starting
at 11:00. We will follow up
in the afternoon with Our Fall
Conference. You all have put
in a great start to member-
ship. Keep working Post 58
and let’s get those members
into our Posts. Make sure
we continue to do our Buddy
Checks. Let’s keep going and
show what District 2 can do.
Don’t forget about the Eisen-
hower Pilgrimage and Vice
Commander Homecoming
in Abilene on October 17th.
Make sure and get out to the
local festivals in the area and
make our presence known.
Volunteer and let people see
what we really have to of-

Greetings Fellow Legion-
naires from the 3rd District
Team!

The past few months have
been extremely busy.

The 3rd District Legion
Family Homecoming is Sat-
urday October 10th at Post 18
in Ark. City.

Everyone is welcome.
Please come if you can.

The Department of Kansas
had a great presence at the
National Convention held in
Louisville, KY this year.

The Department Com-
mander and Officers did a
fantastic job making the ar-
rangements and coordinating
key events during the Con-
vention. A hardy well done to
all, especially Jimmie Foster!

The 3rd District had sev-
eral Members of the Legion
Family attending and partici-
pating in the various

classes and workshops as
well as social functions in-
cluding "splicing the main-
brace" in the hospitality
room.

The hydraulic sandwiches
were excellent!

Our day at the State Fair
was slow on recruiting mem-
bers, however the exposure
to the public was excellent.

We continue to focus our
efforts to R&R (Renewal &
Recruitment) of Members of
the American Legion Family.

Page 5

Ark. City Post 18 is host-
ing a car/bike show Friday
September 25th, 2026 at the
Kansas Veterans Home in
Winfield.

Entry is free for everyone
and the residents of the home
are the judges.

We will be supporting the
September 22nd activities in
Lyons, KS, bringing aware-
ness and the prevention of our
fellow veterans that are com-
miting suicide at an alarming
rate.

It is with a heavy heart that
I bring the sad news of our 3rd
District Sgt. at Arms, Tommy
Eldridge, passing away Sep-
tember 18th. The Department
Chaplain is sending a card to
the family.

As the daylight hours grow
shorter please allow extra
time when traveling to loca-
tions, Be keenly aware of fa-
tigue, animals, pedestrians,
road conditions, and other
drivers when driving.

Paul Grantham

3rd District Commander

"

i
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CLARENCE FRYE
(757) 477-3403

FOURTH DISTRICT
COMMANDER

Hey There District 4! We
are off to a pretty good start
for the 2027 Membership year.
Let’s keep it going! November
is Each One Bring One month,
so every Legionnaire bring
a new member or a renewal
member to your meeting, an
event like breakfast, Bingo,
Nut Fry or burger night to join
or renew their membership.

What is going on in the 4th
District this quarter? District 4
Homecoming is Sunday, Oc-
tober 11th at 12:00PM at Post
5 in Emporia. Meet & Greet
12:00, Chow and Greetings
1:00-2:30-ish. Post 5 is locat-
ed at 2921 W. 12th Avenue. I

(Continued on Page 6)
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do hope you consider attend-
ing. Celebrate 2026, Rally
for 2027! Meet other Post,
District and Department lead-
ers there. Gather some ideas,
forge the future for your Post,
Legionnaires, Legion Family
and Community!

The Eisenhower Pilgrimage
is October 17th , immediately
followed by the Legion Fam-
ily Homecoming for the Vices
(Commanders and President)
at the Greyhound Museum in
Abilene, Kansas.

Buddy Checks and Vet-
erans Day. During the week
of 8-14 November, schedule
your Buddy Checks. Reach
out to those that you haven’t
heard from in a while, maybe
to someone who recently ex-
perienced a difficult decision
or situation. Celebrate Veter-
ans Day at your local school,
park or at your Post. Make it
meaningful for all veterans
and their families.

A couple of Shout Outs:
Gilbert-Poppe Post 347 in
Lincolnville is hosting a Fish
and Nut Fry on October 17th
at 6:00PM. If you haven’t
been to Lincolnville, I highly
encourage you to be there and
show your support. Woodson
County Post 13 in Yates Cen-
ter (YC) AND Ball-McComb
Post 5 in Emporia have break-
fast on the 2nd Saturday. YC
Will do it in October and
November for the rest of this
year, but Emporia is every
month.

I know there are more
events, but I have limited
space here...I think. I plan to
send out a whole list of Dis-
trict 4, so if you have some-
thing going on, please email
me at districtccommander4@
kansaslegion.org so I can add

ou.

HOOZAH!

STANLEY BRITT
(785) 577-2957

SIXTH DISTRICT
COMMANDER

State Fair. Your time was
greatly appreciated.

When possible, make 3
or 4 buddy check calls each
month be the one!

Stan Britt

6th District Commander

districtcommander6@
kansaslegion.org
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FIFTH DISTRICT
COMMANDER
Tk
JERRY GARDINIER
(316) 259-1740

No article submitted.

Hello to the 6th District
Legion Family,

It’s an honor to serve as
your 6th District Command-
er. I would like to introduce
the Officers of 6th District.
As I mentioned last quarter,
more information:

Stan Britt, 6th District
Commander Post 62 Salina

William Workman Jr,,
Vice-Commander Post 109
Natoma

Kenny Heald, Adjutant
Post 57 Beloit

George Martin Jr., Finance
Officer Post 174 Ellsworth

Scott Schultz, Sergeant at
Arms Post 99 Russell

Everette Ford, Historian
Post 76 Concordia

Vernon Christie, Chaplain
Post 62 Salina

Marjorie Higgins, 3-year
Executive Committee Post
76 Concordia

Lee Axtell, 2-year Execu-
tive Committee Post 62 Sa-
lina

Larry Eubanks, 1-year Ex-
ecutive Committee Post 76
Concordia.

I had the opportunity to at-
tend the Membership Work-
shop in Indianapolis. The
presenters did well deliver-
ing the plethora of informa-
tion covered. Everyone left
with an abundance of great
information. Well worth the
learning experience. The De-
partment Membership Work-
shop in Mc Pherson was in-
formative as well and wasn’t
a repeat.

The 6th District now has
a Facebook page. For ac-
cess 6th District, Department
of Kansas American Legion
Working on a website.

Thank you to all that
helped with the booth at the

.ohm‘r“ aur“‘tf:ﬁ

BASIL PEPPERD
(316) 648-7427

SEVENTH DISTRICT
COMMANDER

. E\ ‘!‘ &

ED LEWIS
(620) 482-6140

EIGHTH DISTRICT
COMMANDER

No article submitted.

Hello everyone,

I hope everything in your
Post is working well. I know
there are always difficulties
at every level of our organi-
zation, but use other Legion
family members or other of-
ficers and you will make it
through.

I hope everyone that went
to National Convention had
a good time and brought
back some useful knowl-
edge.

Some terrible news for
the 7th District and the
American Legion Family
was the passing of Michael
Haas. He was a very active
Member for us and an all-
around great guy. He will be
deeply missed.

We will now be getting
into the part of the year
where there are plenty of
District Homecomings that
can be attended. 7th Dis-
trict Homecoming will be
November 7th at the Great
Bend Post. Times will be
from 11 to 2. I hope you all
can attend.

Now that summer has
passed it is really time to
work on membership. Our
organization cannot func-
tion without members.
Please get out there and beat
the bushes and get us more
members.

SEAN HANKIN
(785) 443-0956

NINTH DISTRICT
COMMANDER

Greetings Ninth District!

The seasons are chang-
ing. Day time is shorter and
the temperatures are notice-
ably cooler! I hope everyone
enjoyed their summer and is
doing well in your communi-
ties!

We had a wonderful State
Fair and I would like to thank
the folks from District 9 who
helped out supporting the
American Legion, talking
with people from across the
State and exchanging ideas
about keeping The American
Legion an important Veteran
Service Organization. I ap-
preciate you being there and
your willingness to travel.
Thanks very much for tak-
ing the time to make the day
a success!

Our next big event will be
Homecoming for District 9.
This day will honor the Dis-
trict 9 Auxiliary President
Dolores Gallentine, District
9 S.A.L. Commander Monte
Lewis, and myself as District
9 American Legion Com-
mander. Homecoming will
be on October 10, 2026 at the
Colby American Legion Post

(Continued on Page 7)
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NINTH
DISTRICT

(Continued from Page 6)

363, 1850 W. 4th, in Colby. A
social hour will start at 12:00
am and lunch will be served
at noon. We are asking $20.00
dollars to cover the cost of
the meal. You can check the
District 9 Facebook page for
information. Please feel free
to contact me if you have any
questions.

I am looking forward to the
fall season and to see you at
Homecoming. Thank you for
all you do for The American
Legion!

Sean F. Hankin, Com-
mander, District 9

TENTH DISTRICT
COMMANDER

LARRY ROKEY
(785) 285-2492

Greeting to all Legion-
naires in District 10. I hope
this finding each of you in
great health and hoping ev-
eryone had a safe and won-
derful 4th of July celebrat-
ing our great Nations 250th
birthday. I have been busy
within the District. 1 have
visited 12 Posts in July and
August, I attended Powhat-
tans Post July 19th for their
ice cream social. The home-
made ice cream and cake
was delicious, I also enjoyed
meeting and talking to Post
Members Auxiliary Mem-
bers and Citizens of Powhat-
tan. August 5-9, I attended
National Membership Work-
shop at Indianapolis IN. It
was an awesome experience,
On August 15th I attended
Department Commanders
Homecoming at Wichita Post
4 it was great to see so many
familiar faces and talk on
new ideas for membership
and on Al. I attended a meet-

ing at Linn and Clifton, [ am
eager and looking forward to
working with them. The 9th
of September I'm attending
a membership dinner at Linn
they have 100% again this
year. Congratulations to Linn
Post; I'd also like to congratu-
late Fairview on 100% mem-
bership as well. I have been
talking to Vice Commanders
on membership, let's strive
to make 100% membership
for 2027 in District 10. Post
Commanders, Vice Com-
manders talk to your Legion
Members who have not re-
newed yet, also every mem-
ber in each Legion Post in
District 10 talk to members
who hasn't renewed, talk to
young veterans get them to
join the American Legion. |
would like to see District 10
at 100% or even 110% for
2027. September 12th I will
be attending a Department
Workshop in McPherson on
membership. September 16th
District 10 has the American
Legion booth at the State Fair
in Hutchinson. Eisenhower
Pilgramage is coming up in
October I'm asking each Post
to donate a rose for President
Eisenhower. I will be attend-
ing to place a wreath on his
grave also. Homecoming
is November 14th at Linn. I
invite all Legion Members
to attend the District Meet-
ing and the dinner following.
I also encourage all Posts
to keep doing the Buddy
Checks with the heat com-
ing back also please check
on Spouse's of Veterans they
are a very important part of
the Legion family as well.
Also don't forget if your Post
is putting on an event please
let me know I will attend and
even help out. The District
is here to support as well as
help each and every Post in
District 10. T closing I re-
mind each if you school us
back in session and harvest
will soon be starting so drive
safe.

Sincerely

Larry D Rokey

Commander

District 10
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BARRY MAPLES E
(785) 410-4393 I

Greetings to the Eleventh
District, I pray everybody is
doing well. Congratulations
go out to Phillip Gard Dwight
Post 289 for reaching 100%
membership quota. Good job
and keep it up. The member-
ship year has just started. The
number one goal for this year
is to work with all the Posts
in the District with member-
ship. There are several Posts
with low membership num-
bers, and I will be reaching
out to them to find out how
our District Officers can help.
The Eleventh District state
fair booth day was Septem-
ber 13. There were six mem-
bers working at the booth. We
handed out many information
pamphlets on the Legion, and
registered many for the flag
drawing. Thanks go out to all
that worked at the booth, ev-
eryone did have a good time
doing it. Always remember
why The American Legion
was formed. Veterans set aside
their differences and come to-
gether to help veterans, their
families and communities.
The District Homecoming
is scheduled for 10 October
2026 being held at Manhattan
Post 17 from 4 to 6 pm.

Barry Maples

Commander, Eleventh Dis-
trict

KANSAS
DISTRICTS

T

Click map to enlarge.
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AREA EAST VICgE
COMMANDER

(Continued from Page 4)
tive is everybody’s responsi-
bility. It is the responsibility of
our Officers. It is the responsi-
bility of our committees. But
most importantly, it is the
responsibility of each one of
us. Let’s make all American
Legion Posts a place where
members feel welcome. Let’s
make it a place where mem-
bers feel needed. Let’s make
it a place where members can
build friendships. Let’s make
it a place where families feel
welcome. And let’s make sure
our community knows that
when the American Legion
says, “We will serve,” we
mean it.

The future of all Posts will
not be determined only by
how many names are on our
membership roster. It will be
determined by how many of
those members are involved.
Turn Membership into Par-
ticipation. I would like to
challenge Every Member of
the American Legion to not
just renew your member-
ship. “Renew your involve-
ment”. Attend a meeting, go
to a Post activity and bring a
fellow Legionnaire with you,
volunteer for one project or
attend a community event
wearing your Legion cap. By
being active your Post would
be busier, friendships would
grow, membership would be
stronger, and our community
would see an American Le-
gion that is active, visible,
and committed to service. Ask
what you can do to help. You
don’t have to do everything,
but if Every Member did one
thing, we would accomplish a
tremendous amount.

The American Legion has
a long history of service. We
are here to support veterans
and their families. We are here
to honor those who made the
ultimate sacrifice. We are here
to support our youth. We are
here to promote Americanism.
And we are here to serve our
communities. Those missions
give us a reason to stay active.

Melvin E. Eubanks

Department of Kansas

Area East Vice Commander
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DETACHMENT
COMMANDER
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Michael Webber
spidercreek220@gmail.com «\

AUXILIARY
PRESIDENT

Xhkkkk
Kristen Hensley

deptpresident@kslegionaux.org

Keeping the Sons Moving
Forward -

As we move into October,
I want to talk about several
things that are important to
the Sons of The American Le-
gion in Kansas: membership,
COTA, Vigil 22, ALF Dog,
and communication.

* Membership
Member Counts
Membership is more than

a number on a report. Every
new member gives us another
person who can help support
our veterans, their families
and our communities.

As we work toward our
membership goals, don't wait
for someone else to ask a po-
tential member to join. Ask
them yourself. Talk to your
family, friends and those in
your community who are eli-
gible. One conversation can
make a difference.

* COTA — Give What You
Can
COTA, the Children's Or-

gan Transplant Association,
is another program where our
support can make a real dif-
ference. The S.A.L. has an op-
portunity to help families fac-
ing the tremendous financial
challenges that can come with
a child's transplant.

Our goal doesn't have to be
complicated. Every Squadron
can do something. A small
donation from each Squadron
can add up to make a big dif-
ference for a family that needs
our help.

* Vigil 22 — Lyons, Kansas
On November 22 and 23,

the Kansas American Legion
Family will come together in
Lyons, Kansas, for Vigil 22.

The 22-hour vigil will be
held at the Rice County Court-
house. Members will stand
watch in 22-minute shifts over
a flag-draped casket.

Every

This is an important oppor-
tunity to remember those we
have lost and to bring atten-
tion to the importance of Be
the One and reaching out to
our veterans and fellow mem-
bers who may be struggling.

I encourage our S.A.L.
members to participate, volun-
teer for a shift, or simply come
to Lyons and show your sup-
port. Being there matters.

* ALF Dog — A Program
Worth Supporting
I also want to talk about

ALF Dog. This is a program
that gives us another opportu-
nity to make a difference in the
lives of children and families.

ALF Dog is about bringing
comfort, companionship and
a little happiness to children
who are dealing with difficult
circumstances. Whether it is
through donations, fundrais-
ing or helping get these dogs
where they are needed, our
squadrons have an opportunity
to support something that has
a direct impact on children.

But for this program to suc-
ceed, we have to know about
it.

That brings me to a concern
I have heard from Members
and Squadrons: communica-
tion.

* Communication
Have to Do Better
We have good programs,

good people and members
who want to help. But if in-
formation doesn't get from the
top down to the Squadrons,
our Members don't have the
opportunity to participate.

ALF Dog is a good ex-
ample. If Squadrons aren't
receiving information about
the program, upcoming op-
portunities, fundraising needs
or how they can get involved,
then we are missing opportu-

(Continued on Page 12)
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As I reflect on the past few
months, there have been a
number of changes. Some I
believe are good for the Le-
gion Family as a whole, such
as the eligibility change that
recently occurred for the
American Legion Auxiliary,
and some have been very
painful.

We have had some changes
in the Family with the loss of
several of our dear members.
The loss of Michael Haas
was devastating and sudden.
The loss of Past Department
President Bonnie Boyer, and
this past week, the loss of
Tommy Eldridge was hard.
Monthly, Post Families seem
to lose Members leaving
holes in our hearts and the
Legion Family as a whole.

With every change, there
is pain, there is adjustment
and there is breakthrough.
Whether it is an operational
change, eligibility change,
or a loss of those we value,
these adjustments are hard.
With the grit, determination,
support and courage within
the Department of Kansas
American Legion Family, we
conquer and persevere.

During these times of
changes and loss, this is when
the Family is most impor-
tant. No matter what specific
entity you belong, the love
and support everyone shows
each other is what makes us
strong.

This past Spring, a hail-
storm happened in our area.
After he heard about how bad
our town was from my best
friend, Marri Krupco, Joe
Dewoskin called me to check
on me knowing Doug was
out of town and would not be
home for some time. He wor-
ried about someone trying to

take advantage of me during
a time of stress and navigat-
ing insurance and wanted
to do what he could to help
guide me and make sure I
worked with a great contrac-
tor. Something as simple as
just checking in on me and
giving me some direction
meant more to me than any-
one could imagine. This is the
power of this Family. I was
seen. I was noticed. And...
the Family showed true care
for my well-being, giving
me the strength to navigate a
tough circumstance.

When change occurs, and
when loss strikes, this Fam-
ily takes care of each other
and that, my friend, is where
our true strength and power
lies. Not only are We the One
for those we serve... We Are
also The One for each other
and those that choose to join
this Family.

On October 3rd, the De-
partment of Kansas Ameri-
can Legion Auxiliary will be
holding our Fall Conference
at the Dodge City Post. The
cost to attend is $15.00 reg-
istration with the Post pro-
viding lunch for $15.00/per-
son. Thank you to Chris Self
from the Dodge City Post for
preparing the meal for this
Conference. Fall Conference
is held annually for the De-
partment Auxiliary, however
anyone is welcome to attend
as a guest to learn about more
about the Auxiliary. This is
where program chairmen
distribute the program goals
and direction for this admin-
istrative year following the
National Convention. If you
wish to attend as a guest,
please send me an email to
kristen.d.hensley@gmail.

(Continued on Page 12)
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DEPARTMENT
SERVICE OFFICER
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Timothy Marlar

timothy.marlar@va.gov
(888) 878-6881 ext. 56814

Collaborating with Local
Resources to Support

Veterans

By Timothy Marlar

The mission of every
American Legion Post in
Kansas is unwavering: to
serve and support veterans.
While Posts are pillars of ad-
vocacy and assistance, their
impact multiplies when they
collaborate with local com-
munity resources, ensuring
veterans receive comprehen-
sive support tailored to their
diverse needs.

Kansas communities are
rich with organizations—non-
profits, government agencies,
healthcare providers, and edu-
cational institutions—that of-
fer vital services to veterans.
By forming strategic partner-
ships, Posts can connect vet-
erans to housing assistance,
mental health counseling, job
placement, food security, and
more. The foundation of these
partnerships is proactive net-
working and open communi-
cation.

One effective strategy is
hosting quarterly resource
fairs at the Post. Invite rep-
resentatives from local VA
clinics, workforce centers, le-
gal aid, and mental health or-
ganizations to meet veterans
and Legion Members. These
events not only introduce
veterans to valuable services
but also build trust among
community partners. Engag-
ing county veteran service
officers and faith-based orga-
nizations can also reveal re-
sources that might otherwise
go unnoticed.

Collaboration ~ with lo-
cal schools and universities
presents another avenue for
support. Posts can facilitate
scholarships, mentorship pro-
grams, and career develop-
ment workshops, helping vet-
erans transition to civilian life

or pursue further education.
Collaboration is reciprocal:
Posts can offer their spaces
as safe venues for support
groups, wellness activities, or
town halls. By sharing facili-
ties and promoting each oth-
er’s initiatives, the network of
support grows stronger.

No single organization can
meet all veteran needs. When
American Legion Posts ac-
tively partner with local re-
sources, they ensure no vet-
eran falls through the cracks.
By maximizing each group’s
strengths and working to-
gether, Posts honor and sup-
port those who have served.
Keeping our doors and minds
open to collaboration allows
Kansas Posts to be the bridge
connecting veterans to the
comprehensive support they
deserve.

Key Actions for Posts:

* Host quarterly resource
fairs with VA clinics, work-
force centers, legal aid, and

mental health organizations.

* Establish a point-of-contact
list and a shared calendar with
community partners.

* Coordinate mentorship and
scholarship programs with lo-
cal schools and universities.

* Offer Post facilities for sup-
port groups, wellness activi-
ties, and town hall meetings.

* Promote partners' events
and cross-share outreach ma-
terials to extend reach.

Suggested Community
Partners to Invite:

Local VA clinics and Vet
Centers

KANSASWORKS (work-
force centers)

Legal aid and pro bono
clinics

Veteran Officer of Veteran
Services (KOVYS)

Faith-based and civic orga-
nizations

Colleges and universities
(career services/VA offices)
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ADJUTANT’S BRIEFS

(Continued from Page 3)

City and the Department
of Missouri promise to
roll out the red carpet
for this event. PLEASE
start planning now to at-
tend.

Our National Vice
Commander is Hugh
Holmes from the Depart-
ment of South Dakota.
Hugh will be visiting the
Department very soon.
We are trying to fine tune
the details. Hugh will be
visiting the Eastern Side
of the State of Kansas,
basically I-135 and East.

There will be Break-
fast, Coffee Stops, Lunch
and Dinner Stops. If you
are interested and you
have NOT already called
in or e-mailed that your
Post would like to host
an Event, PLEASE do so
NOW!

The newly elected Na-
tional President of the
American Legion Aux-
iliary is Dr. Carol May
Grout from the Depart-
ment of Massachusetts,
and the newly elected
Sons of The American
Legion Commander is
Thomas “Thom” Skelley
from the Detachment of
Texas.

The 2026 Big Red One
Turkey Run is tentative-
ly scheduled for Satur-
day, 21 November 2026.
Operation North Pole is
tentatively scheduled to
be held on 5 December
2026. We are still wait-
ing on Fort Riley leader-
ship for final approval.
These two events ensure
that the Dependents of
Our Active-Duty Military
has a complete Turkey
Dinner for Thanksgiving

and then have a toy or
two under their Christ-
mas tree for a memorable

Christmas.
The Department
Christmas Party Lun-

cheon is scheduled to be
held at Newton Post # 2
on 12 December 2026.
More details to follow!

It is not too early to
start planning to attend
the 2027 Mid-Winter Fo-
rum, which will be held
at Arkansas City Post #
18 from 5 to 7 February
2027. Even if You are
thinking about attend-
ing, I suggest you make
you make a Reserva-
tion NOW at one of the
Hotels there and if Your
plans change You can
cancel Your Reservation.
Pay a couple of dollars
more when making Your
Room Reservations that
allow You to cancel the
day before by 6 PM with-
out any penalty.

Until next time, contin-
ue to support the Great-
est Veterans and their
Families, in the Greatest
Veterans  Organization
in the Free World, the
American Legion (in my
opinion).

o o o o o
¢ HAPPY
THANKS-
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Pat Culver Rev. Debra Muylaert
*2 childrenandyouthl@kansaslegion.org departmentchaplain@kansaslegion.org

The American Legion
has long recognized the
family as the foundation
of this nation. A guiding
principle of The Ameri-
can Legion’s Children &
Youth programs continues
to be keeping the integ-
rity of the family. Since
1972, every U.S. president
has declared the week of
Thanksgiving as National
Family Week. All Mem-
bers of The American Le-
gion Family are encour-
aged to start and engage in
local activities during Na-
tional Family Week that
promote, encourage, and
celebrate healthy families
and communities.

GET INVOLVED and
make a difference to pro-
mote National Family
Week, Posts, Units, and
Squadrons are encouraged
to start and take part in ac-
tivities that promote fam-
ily strength and integrity.
The possibilities are end-
less.

ADVOCATE for a fam-
ily strengthening initiative
Work with officials at all
levels of government to
advance a position ben-
eficial to all children and
families. And urge local
and state government to
see and engage in Nation-
al Family Week.

PLAN a connection-
building event Encourage
open dialogue about im-
portant community issues
during a family summit or
community meeting. Hold
a military family appre-
ciation event to encourage
and offer support for mili-
tary families.

ORGANIZE commu-
nity-wide efforts in part-
nership with the local
government and other
community partners, help
organize a family festival
that includes fun and safe
activities and entertain-
ment for the whole family.
Or get involved in setting
up local National Family
Week activities.

COORDINATE volun-
teer projects Work with
state and local groups to
improve communities
through family projects.
Invite families to volun-
teer with community proj-
ects.

"National Family Week
is a time to be thankful for
the family as a national
heritage and resource. It
is a time to recommit our-
selves to the concept of
the family — a concept that
must withstand the trends
of lifestyle and legislation.
Let us pledge that our in-
stitutions and policies will
be shaped to enhance an
environment in which
families can strengthen
their ties and best exercise
their beliefs, authority, and
resourcefulness. And let
us make our pledge mind-
ful that we do so not only
on behalf of the individual
family members, but for
AMERICA.”

Greetings Legion Fam-
ily! I hope and pray this
article finds you doing
well and in good health.
My constant prayer for
you, my Legion brothers
and sisters, is that you
are abiding in the peace,
love, and strength of the
Lord!

I’ve been pondering
the recent passing of two
of our Legion Riders —
Michael Haas and Joe
Noble — and it has been
heartwarming to see the
outpouring of love and
support for not only the
families ofthese two great
Legionnaires, but also,
for each other in the Le-
gion Family. The Apos-
tle Paul tells us in 2 Cor-
inthians 1:3-4, “Blessed
be the God and Father
of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the Father of mercies and
God of all comfort, who
comforts us in all our af-
fliction so that we will
be able to comfort those
who are in any affliction
with the comfort with
which we ourselves are
comforted by God.” Bot-
tom line — God comforts
us so we can comfort oth-
ers. I’ve been watching
this passage lived out in
the lives of my Legion
brothers and sisters, and

RENEW YOUR
MEMBERSHIP ONLINE

www.legion.org/renew

it truly brings a smile to
my face. Grief is such a
difficult thing to bear, but
remembering that God
is the Divine Comforter
can help us heal.

I was reading an Our
Daily Bread devotional
article recently by Nan-
cy Gavilanes that really
spoke to me, and I’d like
to share a portion of it
with you. It says, “As we
read the Psalms, we see
that David experienced
sorrow, fear, and grief as
well as divine comfort.
In Psalm 30, he writes,
‘I called to you for help,
and you healed me’ (v. 2).
‘Weeping may stay for
the night, but rejoicing
comes in the morning’ (v.
5). God turned David’s
‘wailing into dancing’
and ‘removed [his] sack-
cloth and clothed [him]
with joy’ (v. 11). When
we’re  feeling  over-
whelmed with sorrow,
loss, or pain, let’s turn
to the God of all com-
fort, who is close to the
broken-hearted, and give
thanks to Him as David
did: ‘LORD my God, I
will praise you forever’
(v. 12).”

Be encouraged and
be blessed! The God
who comforts and heals
broken hearts will com-
fort and heal you! Keep
looking up and seek Him.
He will not leave you nor
forsake you. See you at
the Eisenhower Pilgrim-
age!
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Anderson, Arlen (Vietnam) ..., Newton Martin, J (Persian GuIf)...n, Attica
Bahner, Darrel (Vietnam)....m, Silver Lake Matthes, Dick (Vietnam) .., Topeka #58
Ball, Clarence (Vietnam) ... Atchison  Matzke, Roger (Vietnam). ... Silver Lake
Bare, William (Vietnam).....mmmn, Frankfort McConnaughhay, David (Vietnam) ... Valley Center
Bazil, Glen (Korea)....mmmmns Emporia  McDonald, Gary (KOrea) ... Arma
Becker, Raymond (Vietnam) ... Everest  McLin, Marshall ... Silver Lake
Bennington, Barry (Korea) .. St John  McQuillan, Charles (Vietnam) ... Baxter Springs
Berry, Melvin (WWI1).....ccmmmmmmmssssssnnn Sylvan Grove  Meade, Charles (Vietham) .. Dodge City
ggllll(aré:{,”Bly\yl/V%ﬂ;ea) .................................................. w..Arma Merlau, Edson (Vietnam) ..., Hoisington
IrK, BHIY (WWIHH) i, amego  Merrill, George (Korea) ... Beattie
Brockish, Richard (Vietnam) ... Wamego Miller, Douglgs EVietna)m) ................................ Mc Pherson
Carothers, John (Vietnam) ... Anthony  Nelson, Keith (KOrea) .mmmmssssssssssssmsssssss Larned
Chapin, Stanley (KOrea) ... Oberlin  Nelson, Leonard (Vietnam) ... Mulvane
82“95'[{ F;%anbdeltl ((I\</letne;m) ------------------------------- C(')A\ncdordla Nickelson, William (Vietnam) ... Pittsburg #64
€3SNUL, RODEIT (ROr€a) ndover  Oehm, Raymond (KOrea) ... Marysville
885?(”5;%&!‘?},2%@%55 ------------------------------------------ Egnas?ﬁé Oppy, Michael (Vietham) ... Manhattan
» DOUgl: LANAMA ), Penka, Fred (Vietnam) ... Dighton
SL()rf:ésDeATlglr? ((\\//ilg’;[rr::rrr?)) ------------------------------- Sylvan Gptﬁc\a/ﬁ Pfister, Stephen (Vietnam)......m Manhattan
: o ATICTT A VICIIAIT v Phillips, Loren (Korea)....mm Mc Pherson
Bg:rifllegall_%gt(elio(v\a/%'llllj """"""""""""""""""""""""""" o 5312?1' Polzin, Thomas (Vietnam) ..., Hoisington
e M A Prideaux, Robert (Vietnam).....cmmm. Arma
Dunne, Edward (WWID)...mnn, Manhattan : : : :
Evans, Rober (Korea)......... Marysyile  Rowary Donald (VIEtnam). . Topeka #55
Ea.'rkanj , Ric a\;_ t(Vletnam) """"""""""""""""" Lrowr_1e Schmelzle, Robert (Vietnam)..: Axtell
F”C e ar_lr_1es ( |e(\?.a{n) """ jr— E‘;‘nsl'(?.g Schmidt, Curtis (Vietnam)..: Ellinwood
Frorr;\mg, ar\n/.ln{e\ Ietham s u? '3 SChMItZ, CYrilsssssssssss Seneca
Fry'k nGee ( ('\‘7. r][am)..) """"""""""""""""""""""""" Rope a'rl]l Scott, Alan (Vietnam) s, Dighton
GibSON, Terry (VIBtnamm) Highland ~ SCOtt Dean (Vetnam).u..uwm: Hoisington
Gravenstein, James (KOrEal.............. Topeka #400 800y ok #400
Fio, Nhchaal (Barsiam ey ooy T g Seele, Ian (KOrea)..omr St George
Hainv. Nolin (WWID oo Esbon Seifert, Timothy (Lebanon/Grenada)......u Osborne
Faminar, Donald (Vietmamy v Ermpora  SPArer, Gary (VIetnam).n Newton
! L mmmmmm——" Shaw, Granville (WWII) ... Topeka #58
Hanes, Raymond (Vietnam) ... Agra Skucius, Thomas (Vietnam) Cuba
Harding, John (Vietnam) ..., Emporia g, - 0 AS A VIR ETCRT mrsmmemensasssnnninnassenanneaan e
Hasenkamp, Joe (Vietnam)....msmmin Axtell glrgﬁﬁ Eig?:éd """"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" v fﬁigﬁﬁg
Horinelk, Anthony (Koo o0d  StNtoN, Dale (KOrea) vt Frankfort
Hubbard, Ronald (Vietnam) ... Marysville g%ghnt‘fé'r Lﬁggl ((\;nggg)m) """"""""""""""""""" 'S"yn‘;'r?'g?;?lg
Hula, Harold (KOrea) ... Topeka #58 ! SO
Hushbeck, ngomas )(Korea) .................................. I.C.)Newton Steward, James (Vietham) ... Andover
HULFIES, OFVIllE mummmmsessssssssseessssesssssessssessssssssssens Wetmore Stewart, Jimmie (Korea) .. Garden City
Hyde, John (Vietnam) ..., Derby-Haysville Strait, Dennis (Vietham)...mn Concordia
Jackson, Theodore (Vietnam)..mn Valley Center  Strieby, James (Korea).....mmmmmmmmmmns Atchison
Jensen, James (Vietnam) ..., Junction City ~ Stultz, John (Vietnam) .., Mc Pherson
Johnson, Lloyd (KOrea) ... Mc Pherson Thomas, Jerry (Vietnam) ... Topeka #400
Johnson, Michael (Korea) ... Minneola Hnl;Uhl |J\§|)e|(|'<o{|§a) ----- ) ---------------------------------------- M(I:EIFI’_hersog
Kastens, Howard (Korea) ..., Anthony roan, Melvin (KOrea) .., INWOo
King, William (Vietnam)...mmmsi: Manhattan Vasseur, Donna (Korea) ..., Manhattan
Kingman, Kenneth (Vietnam) ... Topeka #400 Volesky, Jackie (KOrea)...mmmmmmmn, Marysville
Koch, Steve (VIEtNam) . Axtell Walker, Johnny (Vietnam)....mmmmmmns La Crosse
Koskiinen, Charles (Lebanon/Grenada)........ Rossville Warnow, David (Vietnam).......smm: St George
Law, Clair (Vietnam) ... Manhattan ~Webb, Dan (Vietnam) ... Baxter Springs
Livingston, David (Persian Gulf)........... Baxter Springs Welch, Donnie (Vietnam)......ummnss Arkansas City
Lynn, Richard (Vietnam) ... Cuba Whitehorse, Barbara ... Baxter Springs
Macarthur, Bruce (Vietnam).....m, Topeka #400 Williams, Larry (Vietnam)....mn, Halstead

Marley, Frank (Vietnam) ... Arkansas City  Wright, Joseph (WWII) ., Mulvane
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(Continued from Page 8)
nities to help.
Communication has to

work both ways. If you have
information, share it. If you
need information, ask for it.
If something changes, let the
membership know.

Nobody expects perfection.
But we do need to make an ef-
fort to keep our Squadrons in-
formed and involved.

Moving Forward Together -

Membership, COTA, Vigil
22 and ALF Dog all have
something in common: they
are about people helping peo-
ple.

Let's finish the year strong.
Let's bring in new members.
Let's support COTA. Let's
show up in Lyons for Vigil 22.
Let's support ALF Dog. And
most importantly, let's make
sure our Members know what
is happening and how they can
help.

Communication, participa-
tion and teamwork are what
will move the Kansas S.A.L.
forward.

For God and Country,

Michael Weber

Detachment Commander

Sons of The American Le-
gion — Kansas

PRESIDENT

(Continued from Page 8)
com. The Conference starts
at 9:30am sharp, with sched-
uled end time at or before
3:30pm. We will be celebrat-
ing the end of the fundrais-
ing for NVCAF and starting
the Fundraising for National
Auxiliary Emergency Fund. |
cannot wait to share the total
raised for National Veterans
Creative Arts Festival in fu-
ture publications. Thank you
to the entire Department Le-
gion Family that participated
and helped make this initia-
tive a success.

The National Auxiliary
Emergency Fund is a program
of the Auxiliary that provide
emergency funds to Auxiliary
Members and Units in times
of need. It is the embodiment
of members taking care of
members. Members and units
suffering financial emergen-
cies, whether they are due to
natural disaster or any other
big loss. This helps Units get
reestablished should storms,
fires, or floods wipe away
their physical location and
supplies, by providing funds
to replace them. The fund-
raiser for this program will
end at Mid-Winter Forum.

December for the next issue.

Michelle Dennison: .....................

KANSAS SUNFLOWER LEGIONNAIRE

Jimmie L. Foster, Editor
Official publication of The American Legion, Department of
Kansas and is owned exclusively by The Kansas Department.
Published four times per year. Commander George Pogge; Vice
Commander Ed Boring; Area Vice Commander West Jennifer
Carder; Area Vice Commander East Melvin Eubanks; Adjutant,
Jimmie Foster; Asst. Adjutant Jeff Bond, National Executive Com-
mitteeman Jeremy Ehart; Alternate NEC Angela Evans; Chaplain
Rev. Debra Muylaert; Judge Advocate Joe DeWoskin; Histo-
rian Jeffrey Winters; Masters-at-Arms Myra Jowers and Joe Hulse.
Department Headquarters:
1314 SW Topeka Blvd. Topeka, KS 66612, 785-232-9315
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Dwight D. Eisenhower VA Medical Center, Leavenworth
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This year marks 40 years
of The American Legion’s
participation at the State
Fair in Hutchinson. By reg-
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participants had a chance to
win one of ten US Flag sets.

Congratulations to the
following winners. Fly Old

istering at Legion booth, fair ~ Glory with pride!

Deb Cunningham ....................... Salina
Linda Donnelly .........cccceeeeeeien. Elmo
Wilma Fast......cccoeevveennnnn... Hutchinson
Landon Gibson............ccouuu...... Wichita
Linda Humphrey ..........ccceeeeeee... Bison
Nancy Kent ....................... Hutchinson

Steve Lies..............
Henry McVay........
Paul Shaw..............
Cecil Smith............

Social Hour - Noon

Name

DEPARTMENT
CHRISTMAS PARTY

Saturday, December 12, 2026
Newton Post #2
400 S. Spencer Rd.

KC Strip, baked potato, salad, bread,
and cherry cheese cake

Lunch - 1:00 PM

Guest Names

Number in party @ $25.00 each

Amount Enclosed

Newton Post 2

Mail to:
Paul Sanford
109 Southport Ct.
Newton, KS 67114

made payable to:



