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Camporama is Family 
Fun and Recreation

Camporama remains an 
economical mini-vacation op-
portunity for all American Le-
gion Family members.  Now 
in its 44th year, Camporama 
takes place over the Labor Day 
weekend, September 4-7. The 
festivities will be held in the 
Wakefi eld City Park adjacent to 
Milford Lake.

Registration is still $15.00 
per adult as it has been for 
years; for those under 16 and at 
least 10 years old the charge is 
$5.00, and for those under ten 
for price is $2.00.  Additionally 
there is a $16.00 per camper per 
night Corps of Engineering fee. 
Registrations must be made by 
August. 15 by calling the Park 
Manager, Linda, at 785-461-
5774.  

The Wakefi eld City Park 
includes individual pads for 
trailers and campers, plenty 
of shade trees, water, shower 
rooms, rest rooms, telephones, 
etc.   If you have a self con-
tained motor home or a pup 
tent Camporama provides great 
entertainment opportunities 
for the entire family includ-
ing boating, fi shing and Fris-
bee contests, swimming, card 
games, horseshoe pitching, and 

bingo.
Registration begins on Fri-

day, September 4, with free hot 
dogs available while everyone 
settles in for a weekend of fun.  
Registration continues on Sat-
urday and planned activities 
will include contests, games, 
supper, and a White Elephant 
Bingo (please bring prizes).

Sunday will include a pan-
cake feed, church services, 
more contests and games, a 
catered supper, prizes and a 
Camporama Critique.  On 
Monday free coffee and donuts 
will be available as everyone 
breaks camp at their leisure.

The Camporama site can be 
accessed from I-70 by taking 
exit 295 which is one mile west 
of Junction City.  From I-70 
drive north 15 miles on High-
way 77 and turn left onto High-
way 82 and its just 3 miles to 
the Registration point.

The Wagonmaster for this 
year is Harry DuPery of Gar-
nett.  The Department Camp-
orama Committee members in-
clude Chairman Tom Emerson 
of Garnett, Wiley Simhiser of 
Lehigh, and Jayson Massey or 
Lyndon.

Eisenhower Tribute
Saturday, October 10

The date for this year’s 34th 
annual Eisenhower Pilgrimage 
at the Eisenhower Museum and 
Library in Abilene is Saturday, 
October 10.  All Posts, Auxiliary 
Units, SAL Squadrons, the 
Districts and other Legion 
Family organizations are invited 
to attend and participate in this 
year’s event. Saturday’s program 
will start at approximately 10:30 
AM immediately following 
the Presidential wreath laying 
ceremony.  

Memorial Roses may be 
purchased for placement on the 
wall around the “IKE” statue by 
sending $10 to the Eisenhower 

Pilgrimage in care of Department 
Headquarters by October 1.  
Wreath orders (reserved for 
Districts and State and National 
level organizations) also must be 
ordered by October 1 for $20. 

A Homecoming luncheon 
following the Pilgrimage will 
be held in the Eisenhower 
Library Dining Room to honor 
Department Vice Commander 
Robert Munson of Pittsburg. 
The cost for the luncheon 
will be announced in next 
month’s Sunflower, along 
with reservation forms for the 
luncheon and an order form for 
Memorial Roses.

KANSAS AMERICAN LEGION 
GOLF TOURNAMENT RESULTS

By Carroll Peppersack, Golf Committee Chairman
The Kansas American Le-

gion State Golf Tournament 
was held on July 18th & 19th at 
Custer Hill Golf Course on Fort 
Riley, Kansas.  There were 21 
Legionnaires that participated 
in the tournament, with 10 of 
those being 70 or older.

The weather had been fore-
cast to be in the high 90's to the 
low 100's but Mother Nature 
was very kind to all of the play-
ers.  Saturday the temperature 
stayed in the low 80's till all 
players were done.  Sunday's 
round started in a very light rain 
and lasted just a few holes.  The 
temperature stayed in the low 
80's again till we were done. 

All participants in the tour-
nament had a very nice time 
with a lot of joking around and 
telling stories before and after 
the rounds. Lunch was served 
both days with sub sandwiches 
on Saturday, and hamburgers 
and hot dogs on Sunday. 

The winner of the tourna-
ment was A. Rivera, from Fort 
Riley with a score of 71 - 73 = 
144. He received a plaque and a 
check for $125.00.

Second place went to R. 
Reeves from Concordia Post 
76 with a score of 84 - 80 = 
164. He received a check for 
$100.00.

Third place went to R. Beau-
soleia from Fort Riley with a 
score of 84 - 85 = 169. He re-
ceived a check for $75.00. 

The Senior Flight winner 
was Mike Lopez from Junction 
City  Post 45 with a score of 79 
- 89 = 159. He received a check 
for $125.00

Second place went to James 
Clark from Wamego Post 
172 with a score of 83 - 84 = 
167. He received a check for 
$100.00.

Third place went to Gail 
Engle from Concordia Post 76 
with a score of 84 - 85 = 169. 
He received a check for $75.00.

The most honest players 
awards in both fl ight were A 
fl ight Gaylord Sanneman and 
Seniors fl ight Lee Svatos. They  
both received a sleeve of balls. 

I want to thank all of the 
staff at Custer Hill Golf Course 
for their great help with setting 
up the tournament. I also need 
to thank all of the offi cers and 
men and women of Fort Riley 
for letting us use their facility 
for the tournament.  I especially 
want to thank all of the play-
ers who came out and braved 
the heat and weather and had a 
good time at this year's tourna-
ment. Again, thank you.

Kansan Bob Dole 
Leads the Fight 

for IKE Memorial

Donald Riffey and Ron Boerner receiving their First Place 
checks for the Two Man Handicapped Best Ball Division from 
Chairman Carroll Peppersack.

Former Kansas senator and 
the former Republican presi-
dential candidate Bob Dole is 
lobbying for support of the be-
leaguered National Eisenhower 
Memorial. 

He has led the effort to raise 
more than $170 million for the 
privately funded WWII memo-
rial that opened in 2004. Now, 
his mission is to get a memorial 
built for Dwight D. Eisenhower, 
whom Dole served under in Ita-
ly. He considers Eisenhower, a 
fellow Kansan, “one of the great 
Americans.” It’s a view, he be-
lieves, shared by many WWII 
vets.

“It’s been 16 years. We’ve 
got to get it built,” for  the WWII 
general and 34th president.  “I 
want to get it built before all of 
us are gone.,” 

It will take all of Dole’s po-
litical skill to succeed. Autho-
rized by Congress in 1999, the 
Eisenhower Memorial slogged 
through the federal regulatory 
process. 

The road to building a me-
morial in the nation’s capital is 
often long and messy, and the 
Eisenhower project is no excep-
tion. 

The Eisenhower commission 
spent the fi rst six years secur-
ing the four-acre site along In-
dependence Avenue, a block 
from the Mall.  There is still a 
statue of a youthful Ike, but the 
memorial core now features 
one bronze sculpture depicting 
Eisenhower as the supreme Al-
lied commander during the war, 
and another bronze statue show-
ing him as the president. 

Susan Eisenhower said in 
an e-mail that she sympathizes 
with Dole and other veterans 
who want to see the memorial 
built.

“My family and countless 
other people are working very 
hard to make this happen, and 
to assure that the memorial re-
fl ects the consequential nature 
of Eisenhower’s service to this 
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CHILDREN 
&

YOUTH
DeeDee 
Danin

dddanin@hotmail.com

Greetings American Legion 
Family.

I would like fi rst and for-
most to thank each and every 
one for your support in electing 
me as your Department Vice 
Commander.  I am looking for-
ward to a very successful year 
serving with our Commander 
Ray Vail.

I have two very important 
goals this year: membership 
and supporting our veterans by 
every means possible.  I plan 
to be at each revitalization this 
year.  Let’s strive to have every 
Post at 100%!!!  I am prepared 
to work with the East and West 
Vice Commanders as well as 
all District and Post Command-
ers to make this happen.

I was honored to be a part 
of presenting a service dog to 
a Wounded Warrior this past 

June in Valley Center.  A big 
shout out to Terry Marr for 
making that happen.

I plan to attend the member-
ship workshop at the National 
Headquarters in mid-August 
and the National Convention in 
Baltimore August 27  through 
September 3.

The Commander’s Home-
coming will be July 25 in Win-
fi eld, along with our fi rst revi-
talization of the year.  My Vice 
Commander’s Homecoming 
will be October 10 in Abilene, 
along with the Eisenhower Pil-
grimage.  Hope to see everyone 
there!

Let’s all get out there and 
bring in memberships!!  We 
can do it!!!

God bless our members, our 
troops, and our country!

COMMANDER
******

Ray Vail
PO Box 152

Arma, KS 66712
913-416-9073

Greetings Kansas Legion-
naires; fi rst I would like to 
thank everyone for your vote  
of confi dence in electing me 
your Department Commander 
for the 2015-2016 year.  It is 
truly an honor for me and I look 
forward to serving the members 
of our Kansas American Legion 
and with everyones continued 
support and cooperation we can 
keep Kansas strong in member-
ship and the many programs 
that we support.  I want to con-
gratulate all the newly elected 
Post, District, and Department 
Offi cers for this year, without 
all of you stepping up to ex-
cept the responsibility of these 
positions our American Legion 
could not continue to grow and 
be successful. 

May 25th 2015 was my fi rst 
offi cial duty as Department 
Commander it was to help 
Frontenac Post #43 dedicate a 
beautiful Granite Monument in-
scribed with the names of the 44 
Medal of Honor recipients from 
the state of Kansas.  It was an 
honor to have been a part of this 
ceremony to recognize actions 
of these heroes.  I also attended 
the Girls State,Boys State and 
the Cadet Law Enforcement 
Academy.  They are all reward-
ing experiences for the youth 
attending these programs.  But 
none of these programs could 
be possible without those in-
dividuals who volunteer their 
time and I thank everyone who 

works very hard to make them 
happen each year. 

There are many events com-
ing up this year and I plan to 
attend all that time will allow.  
So if you have something hap-
pening at your Post let me or 
the Department Offi ce know so 
it can be put on our schedule.  
The District Revitalizations are 
starting.  All Area Vice Com-
manders, District Commanders, 
and Post Commanders need to 
have their members scheduled 
and prepared to work their Dis-
tricts.  We need help from every 
one to make this all work this 
year.  These Revitalizations will 
work if more will pitch in and 
help.  Let’s all remember what 
we were elected to do, that is to 
represent and help all veterans 
and their families.  The best 
way to make this happen is to 
continue to work together and 
not for any individual or agents 
special interests.

 I look forward to working 
with everyone this year.  My 
slogan is keep Kansas Strong 
with Membership and practice 
the Four Pillars that supports 
and makes our American Le-
gion the greatest veterans orga-
nization in the world.  I thank 
all of you for your service and 
thank you for your membership 
in our American Legion.

 May God bless you and may 
God continue to bless our great 
country.                      

Fellow Legionnaires!  It’s 
been a while.  Hope you’ve 
enjoyed your summer so far!  I 
have been graced by being al-
lowed to attend the activities of 
the American Legion Riders, 
Legacy Run for Kansas this 
year.  A new Kansas event help-
ing the children of troops killed 
while on active duty achieve 
their dreams of a college edu-
cation. 

Tomorrow, July 16th will 
be the fi rst of four days of hard 
motorcycling throughout the 
state of Kansas gathering do-
nations for the nation’s Legacy 
Run ending in Baltimore at this 
year’s National Convention.

With the knowledge and ex-
periences gained from orches-
trating this event, we hope the 
volunteers come back and work 
harder next year starting earlier 
to compass the neighborhoods 
and merchandizers and bring 
back an even greater bootie 
to be given to the Convention 
showing just how dedicated 
our  Kansas Legion Families 
are to such a just and needed 
cause!

Be on the lookout for pack-
ets of donation rosters coming 
to your Posts.  You can donate 
with cash or go the easy way 
and chose to donate via your 
credit cards.  You can chose 
a onetime donation or annual 
recurring donation.  For those 
who need those tax credits, this 
is a great way to help and do 
so with so little stress.  Not to 
worry, The American Legion’s 
systems are secure.  You can ei-
ther go on line or simply fi ll out 
our form so we/Kansas can ac-
count for our state’s donations 
through Department.

Post Adjutants and Com-
manders and ALR Directors are 
requested to solicit this to your 
membership and whom else 
you meet.  It’s a great cause.  

It’s going to be very hot this 
year for those who are on ride.  
God willing, we will all return 
safe and unscathed after a near-
ly 1500 mile journey.

VICE COMMANDER

******
Robert Munson
215 W. 18th St.

Pittsburg, KS 66762
620-202-2959

QUICK, EASY AND SECURE
Quick, easy and secure de-

scribes renewing your mem-
bership online directly with 
National Headquarters.  In ad-
dition to immediately stopping 
those pesky reminder notices 
from National, renewing online 
insures uninterrupted delivery 
of your subscription of The 
American Legion Magazine, 
this newspaper, and you can 
print a receipt of your payment.

Don’t worry, your Post will 
still receive its portion of your 
annual dues.  Every two weeks 
National sends Department 
Headquarters a list of the lat-
est members who renew online 

and within a few days your 
Post will receive a credit memo 
to use with transmitting other 
members’ dues.  If it should 
become necessary, Department 
will issue your Post a check at 
the end of the membership year.

To get your new membership 
card simply take the receipt you 
printed to your Post, or you can 
wait for the Post to mail your 
card to you (shouldn’t take 
more than 3 weeks after you re-
new online.

You may renew online by 
logging onto www.legion.org/
renew.

The American Legion and 
Defense Mobile have struck a 
new mission alliance relation-
ship to improve the lives of 
and reduce mobile communi-
cations costs for U.S. military 
veterans and members of the 
armed forces. “Defense Mobile 
is on a mission to connect and 
improve the lives of veterans, 
a mission that aligns perfectly 
with the goals of The American 
Legion,” said Brendan Reil-
ly, CEO of Defense Mobile. 
“This mission alliance allows 
Defense Mobile to expand its 
reach and help both organiza-
tions do more for our country’s 
heroes.” Defense Mobile is 
the only mobile service built 
exclusively for veterans, mili-
tary service members and their 
families. The company offers 
low-cost, no-contract plans and 
superior coverage on the na-
tion’s best networks. To further 
reward those who have served 
our nation in uniform, Defense 
Mobile built miliSOURCE – 
the leading veterans benefi ts 
mobile app that provides users 
with profi le-driven information 

LEGION ANNOUNCES NEW 
ALLICANCE WITH DEFENSE MOBILE

about their veterans benefi ts. 
The free app is available to all 
veterans, whether or not they 
have Defense Mobile service. 
To thank American Legion 
members for their continued 
service, Defense Mobile is of-
fering Legionnaires a 10-per-
cent discount on mobile service 
for life when a member verifi es 
his or her military affi liation 
using his or her American Le-
gion member ID number. This 
offer is available to current 
American Legion members, as 
well as to those who join The 
American Legion in the future. 
“The American Legion is ex-
cited to combine forces with 
Defense Mobile,” said Michael 
D. Helm, American Legion 
national commander. “Hav-
ing military benefi ts accessible 
through our members’ mobile 
phones with miliSOURCE 
will signifi cantly improve the 
lives of our veterans.” - See 
more at: http://www.legion.org/
membership/229013/legion-an-
nounces-new-alliance-defense-
mobile#sthash.yzExHB2M.
dpuf
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ADJUTANT’S BRIEFS
By Department Adjutant Jimmie L. Foster

DEPARTMENT SERVICE OFFICER
******

Dan Bartlett
2200 SW Gage

Topeka, KS 66622
800-574-8387 ext. 54489

Dan.bartlett@med.va.gov

HISTORIAN

JOE JOHNSTON

Theodore Roosevelt, the 
leader of The Rough Rid-
ers in the Spanish-American 
War, was later our 26th Presi-
dent.  All four of his sons and a 
daughter served in World War 
I.  One son, Quentin, was killed 
in that war.  The three surviving 
sons also served in World War 
II.  One of his sons, Theodore 
Jr. one of the founders of The 
American Legion, took part in 
the D-Day invasion.  His son, 
Quentin II was also in the in-
vasion, the only father son pair 
in the invasion, although on 
different beaches.  Theodore 
Jr., the oldest person and only 
general to participate, died of a 
heart attack a month later.

Franklin D. Roosevelt, a dis-
tant cousin, continued the lega-
cy.  Although he himself didn’t 
serve, his four sons served in 
WWII.  John Roosevelt, the 
youngest, initially was a con-
scientious objector, but due to 
pressure from the family joined 
the Navy.  James Roosevelt, the 
oldest son, was awarded a Sil-
ver Star for gallantry in action.  
He served in the Marine Corps 
Reserve after the war retiring 
as a Brigadier General.  Frank-
lin D. Roosevelt Jr. joined the 
Navy and was awarded the Sil-
ver Star for gallantry.

Theodore Roosevelt, IV, 
great grandson of the former 
President, served two tours in 
Vietnam.  On January 15, 2001, 
Theodore Roosevelt was post-
humously awarded the Con-
gressional Medal of Honor for 
his gallant and heroic actions 
during the Spanish-American 
War.  Some say it was because 
of politics that he was denied 
the medal years ago.

The above was from the 
February and March 2015 is-
sues of the VFW magazine.

OLD VETERAN PRIDE
I’m passing this on as I did not want to be the only Old Veteran 

receiving it.  Actually, it’s not a bad thing to be called, as you will 
see.  Old Veterans are easy to spot at sporting events; during the 
playing of the Star Spangled Banner (or O Canada).  Old Veterans 
remove their caps and stand at attention and sing without embar-
rassment.  They know all the words.

Old Veterans remember World War II, Pearl Harbor, Guadalca-
nal, Normandy, and Hitler.  They remember the Atomic Age, the 
Korean War, the Cold War, the Jet Age, and the Moon Landing.  
They remember the 50 plus Peackeeping Missions from 1945 to 
2005, not to mention Vietnam.

If you bump into an Old Veteran on the sidewalk he will apolo-
gize.  If you pass an Old Veteran on the street, he will nod or tip 
his cap to a lady.  Old Veterans trust strangers and are courtly to 
women.

Old Veterans hold the door for the next person and always, 
when walking, make certain the lady is on the inside for protec-
tion.

Old Veterans get embarrassed if someone curses in front of 
women and children and they don’t like any fi lth or dirty language 
on TV or in movies.

Old Veterans have moral courage and personal intregrity.  They 
seldom brag unless it’s about their children or grandchildren.

It’s the Old Veterans who know our great country is protected, 
not by politicians, but by the young men and women in the mili-
tary serving their country.

This country needs Old Veterans with their work ethic, sense of 
responsibility, pride in their country, and decent values.

We need them now more than ever.
Thank God for Old Veterans!
Pass this on to all the Old Veterans you know.
I was taught to respect my elders.  It’s just getting harder to 

fi nd them.

I would like to take this opportunity to introduce myself to The 
American Legion Family of Kansas.  

My name is Jimmie Foster.  My fi rst day on the job was Wednes-
day, 22 July 2015.

I came to Kansas from Boise, Idaho, where I served as the De-
partment Adjutant for The Department of Idaho for over three 
years. 

 In 2010-2011, I had the honor and pleasure to serve as The Na-
tional Commander of The American Legion.  I am defi nitely not 
new to our organization.  I know and understand the infrastructure 
and know where to the get the advice on particular issues, when 
we need help, and am not afraid to ask for it.

Your Department already has a great support staff already in 
place.  I do not plan to make any quick and hasty decisions, but 
may tweak this or that over time.

I had a great time at the Department Commander’s Homecom-
ing in Winfi eld this past weekend.  I hope that everyone that at-
tended also enjoyed themselves and I want to thank each of you 
for coming out and supporting Commander Vail and his wife, 
Linda.    I am sure they appreciated it very much.

The upcoming National Convention will be held in Baltimore, 
Maryland, from 27 August to 3 September.  I have already visited 
our hotel, the Marriott Inner Harbor, on a pre-site visit in May of 
this year, because the Department of Kansas and the Department 
of Idaho will be staying in the same hotel.   It is right across the 
street from the Convention Center and is steps away from Camden 
Yards, which is home to the Baltimore Orioles.  There is a Casino 
less than a half a mile away that may interest you.  National and 
the Department of Maryland have a great venue set up for us to 
enjoy.   

Please plan to attend, and if you haven’t done so, contact Mar-
gie at the Department Headquarters to pay for your fi rst nights 
room deposit, your registration, and the fee for the Inner Harbor 
Boat and Dinner Party.  I am sure you will be glad you signed up.

I once again, want to say, Thank You to the Department of Kan-
sas for your trust an allowing me to serve as your Department 
Adjutant.  I look forward to meeting and talking to all of you!

The American Legion plac-
es special priority on the is-
sue of veteran homelessness. 
With veterans making up ap-
proximately 11 percent of our 
nation's total adult homeless 
population, there's plenty of 
reason to give the cause special 
concern.

To help our struggling broth-
ers-in-arms, the Legion works 
on a global level, lobbying for 
legislation affecting veteran 
homelessness, and acts on a lo-
cal level, directly assisting vet-
erans who have fallen on tough 
times and are without a place to 
live or facing the prospect of it.

This direct assistance is 
coordinated by the Legion's 
Homeless Veterans Task Force, 
which works to ensure local ser-

Homeless 
Veterans Taskforce

vices and resources are avail-
able to homeless veterans and 
their families. The Task Force, 
which has chairpersons in each 
department, collaborates with 
government agencies, home-
less service providers and vet-
erans service organizations to 
develop and implement initia-
tives that will help homeless 
veterans.

Additionally, Homeless Vet-
erans Task Force chairpersons 
can provide direct aid to vet-
erans and their families who 
reach out to them. A veteran 
who is homeless or facing pos-
sible homelessness can contact 
a chairperson, who will provide 
guidance and assistance to the 
veteran and his or her family.

IDENTITY THEFT
Someone gets your personal 

information and runs up bills 
in your name.  They might use 
your Social Security or Medi-
care number, your credit card, 
or your medical insurance - 
along with your good name.

How would you know?  You 
could get bills for things you 
didn’t buy or services your 
didn’t get.  Your bank account 
might have withdrawals you 
didn’t make.  You might not 
get bills you expect.  Or, you 
could check your credit report 
and fi nd accounts you never 
knew about.

Here’s what you can do:
1. Protect your information.  

Put yourself in another per-
son’s shoes.  Where would they 
fi nd your credit card or Social 
Security number?  Protect your 
personal information by shred-
ding documents before you 
throw them out, by giving your 
Social Security number only 
when you must, and by using 
strong passwords online.

2. Read your monthly state-
ments and check your credit.  
When you get your account 
statements and explanations 
of benefi ts, read them for ac-
curacy.  You should recognize 
what’s there.  Once a year, get 
your credit report for free from 
AnnualCreditReport.com or 
877-322-8228.  The law enti-
tles you to one free report each 
year from each credit reporting 
company.  If you see something 
you don’t recognize, you will 
be able to deal with it.

Want to know more?  Sign 
up for scam alerts at ftc.gov/
subscribe.

Please report identiy theft.  
If you suspect identity theft, 
act quickly.  Please report it to 
the Federal Trade Commission.  
Call the FTC at 877-FTC-
HELP (877-382-4357) or TTY 
866-653-4261.  Go online: ftc.
gov/complaint.  The FTC oper-
ator will give you the next steps 
to take.  Visit ftc.gov/idtheft to 
learn more.

Renew Your 
Membership 

Online at 
www.legion.org/renew
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FIRST DISTRICT
COMMANDER

GARY JACKMAN
304 NE Mimosa Lane

Topeka 66617
785-220-2392

VICE CMDR. 
DARREL FARMER

723 Parkway St.
Clay Center 67432

785-630-1351

SECOND DISTRICT
COMMANDER

CHARLES GRIECO
7933 Oakview Dr.

Lenexa 66215
913-208-8734

VICE CMDR. 
SCOTT WILLIAMS

6634 Noland
Shawnee 66216
913-322-1968

FOURTH DISTRICT
COMMANDER
ESZTER BLAIR

403 Dixon Ave.
Green 67447
785-447-2577

VICE CMDR. 
TOM TSCHANTZ

209 Miami St.
Burlington 66839

620-490-0647

FIFTH DISTRICT
COMMANDER
TERRY MARR
6131 S. Ellis St.
Wichita 67216
316-640-4633

VICE CMDR. 
RICK LOWERY

2201 S. Anna St., #3
Wichita 67209
316-990-1003

(Continued Page 5)

THIRD DISTRICT
COMMANDER

CLINT WILLIARD
25134 52nd Road

Atlanta 67008
620-243-2700

VICE CMDR. 
LARRY LANGHORST

704 S. D St.
Arkansas City 67005

620-442-0426

Hello Legionnaires, as we 
start off another new year I 
want to congratulate and say 
thank you to everyone for tak-
ing positions in The American 
Legion.  I know everyone has a 
very busy schedule, but mem-
bership will again be a very 
important topic this year as it 
will be through National Con-
vention of 2019. 

This year there is a lot of 
weight on everyone’s shoulders 
as we have both the Depart-
ment Commander and Depart-
ment Vice-Commander both 
from the 3rd District (for the 
fi rst time ever in the history of 
the Kansas American Legion). 
So let's make them proud of the 
3rd District by doing our very 
best with our membership. 

One incentive this year is at 
National Convention they are 
voting on raising membership 

Thank you all for supporting 
me as your 2015-2016 5th Dis-
trict Commander.  Conventions 
are over and we just entered 
a new membership year July 
1st.  Last year we fi nished the 
year in third place in the De-
partment at 95.24%.  Let’s not 
wait until the end of the year to 
make a big push for 100%, let’s 
do it NOW.  

Gather your membership 
teams from every Post and 
work membership renewals 
hard until October 20.  At our 
District revitalization Oct 22-
25 we will contact those who 
have not renewed.  Let’s have 
every Post and the District at 
100% before December 31st.

We all had a great time visit-
ing Posts in the District during 
the July 4th weekend.  It was 
our VETERANS who fought 
and died for our country’s 
safety and to protect and keep 
the freedoms we enjoy today.  
We especially enjoyed having 
our Department Commander 
Ray and Linda Vail, Past De-
partment Commander Gaylord 
Sanneman and Janelle, and Na-
tional Vice Commander, Mid-
west Region, Paul Sanford and 
Dorothy taking part in our Der-
by July 4th Celebration parade.  
Then we all enjoyed visiting 
our Veterans at the VA for the 
14th annual VA Veterans BBQ 
hosted by the 5th District and 
sponsored by Posts 273 and 
401.  Let’s get all 5th District 
Posts involved in this annual 
event at the VA next year.

Comrades, I am happy to be 
the First District Commander 
of The American Legion of 
Kansas.  

The memberhsip year has 
started.  We need to be in fi rst 
place in membersihp, so every-
one has to help.  Ask all of your 
friends and anybody you see if 
they can join.

The Homecoming for Com-
mander and President is Sep-
tember 26, at Post 1 in Topeka.  
Try to come to this event and 
meet your District offi cers.

The First District will be 
working at the State Fair in 
Hutchinson on September 11.  
If you come to the fair, stop in 
and say hello.

I am looking forward to a 
great year.  If you need help in 
getting members you can call 
on me or any of the District of-
fi cers.

Greetings Legionnaires!
This is my fi rst column as 

Commander. I am very proud 
and honored to serve the Sec-
ond District for the 2015-2016 
year. I also want to congratulate 
Vice Commander Scott Wil-
liams, Adjutant Ernie Cooper 
and the balance of our team 
who will serve this year. We 
want to congratulate new De-
partment Commander Ray Vail 
and pledge our support this 
year. We also thank outgoing 
Department Commander Em-
ery McKimmy for an outstand-
ing year of service.  

Happy summer!  We fi nished 
our membership year in sec-
ond place in the Department.  
We fell about 200 short of our 
100%. But thank you all for 
your efforts. 

Starting with this month the 
4th District Membership Team 
will be working with all of our 
Posts to help them bring in not 
only current membership but 
also those members who still 
haven’t renewed.  Remember, 
we will not leave anyone be-
hind!  

This year we will be working 
with the Kansas Army Reserve, 
451st Sustainment Command 
in hosting and training Legion 
Family members in Suicide 
Prevention and Intervention. 
Please contact me if you would 
like to host a weekend training 
session.  This is a vital part of 
our Four Pillars,  and with Fort 
Riley being spared major troop 
cuts the need is there. 

In October we have been in-
vited to the Retiree Apprecia-
tion Day at Fort Riley and we 
are scheduled at the State Fair 
for September 14, so please let 
us know if you can spare a cou-
ple of hours to help out to man 
the booths. 

Finally, we are still selling 

A big thank you to Ralph 
Schneider our outgoing District 
Commander and his Offi cers 
for an outstanding year of ac-
complishments and leading our 
District to the number one spot 
in membership and holding it 
all year.

The new membership year is 
off to a good start.  However, 
the real work is ahead to orga-
nize our Posts starting with the 
Commander and Vice Com-
mander to get your members 
working as a team with a plan 
to hit 100% ASAP, don’t ease 
up till the mission is accom-
plished. Our Revitalization is 
not until October 15-16-17 at 
Post 407 Lenexa a month later 
than last year. Membership is 
the life blood of our organiza-
tion and must remain our # 1 
priority.

The District Offi cers and 
myself look forward to work-
ing with you, feel free to con-
tact us we are here to serve. Our 
number one goal is to serve our 
veterans.

GOD BLESS AMERICA 

dues and if approved it will 
go into effect the beginning of 
the year 2016 but they will the 
honor dues paid at the current 
price if paid before the end of 
2015. Automatic renewals on 
The Legion web site would 
make it very easy, convenient, 
and you won't forget to renew. 
It would eventually save ev-
eryone some money due to the 
stoping of renewal notices in 
the mail. The automatic renew-
als would be taken out around 
the 15th of July every year. I 
hope everyone has a safe and 
fantastic summer, enjoy it as 
the cold will soon return. God 
bless America, our troops and 
everyone in our great nation.

chances on a Kansas lifetime 
fi shing OR hunting license. 
This annual fundraiser helps 
the District in offering mem-
bership incentives to the Posts 
as well as donations as they are 
needed.  Please let me know if 
your Post needs tickets to sell. 
There are a limited number of 
tickets and they are selling out 
fast!  Again, thank you for all 
that you do and God bless!

I hope to see everyone at 
the 5th District Homecoming 
for myself, District Auxiliary 
President Melissa Burton and 
District SAL Commander Jerry 
Leopold at Post 408 on August 
15, 5pm.  Thank you and hope 
to see all of you in the coming 
year as I visit your Posts and at 
your Post functions.

TIME is our most precious 
treasure because it is LIMIT-
ED.  When we give someone 
our TIME, we actually give 
a portion of our lives that we 
cannot take back.  Our TIME is 
our LIFE!  The best present you 
can give to your family, loved 
ones, friends and Veterans is 
your TIME.

SIXTH DISTRICT
COMMANDER
CHAD LOWELL

1811 N. 132nd Road
Concordia 66901

785-262-7141
VICE CMDR. 
PAT HEWITT

595 D St. 
Phillipsburg 67661

785-543-7668

 Hello 6th District.
Thank you for your confi -

dence in electing me to lead 
the largest geographic District 
in the State of Kansas as your 
District Commander.  I would 
also like to thank you for letting 
Pat Hewitt of Phillipsburg be 
our District Vice Commander.  
Congratulations Pat you are 
exactly what Phillipsburg and 
The American Legion needs; 
enthusiasm, dedication, and in-
telligent leadership.

Our District has some of the 
best Posts in Kansas. The rea-
son is our members who are 
friendly, dedicated, welcoming, 
but most of all patriotic. That 
is not to say we don't have any 
Posts with problems. Together 
Pat and I, and all of our District 
offi cers will be working to help 
those Posts we've identifi ed and 
any others who ask us to help. 

Speaking of asking; that is 
the key to membership. We all 
have to ask people if they are 
veterans and if they will join us 
in helping keep America strong 
and to protect veterans benefi ts 
and to assist veterans who need 
help fi ling for their benefi ts. So 
every Post should begin by ask-
ing their members to ask others 
to join.
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DISTRICT
SIX

(Continued from Page 4)

SEVENTH DISTRICT
COMMANDER

TERRY WARNER
505 Washington St.

LaCrosse 67548
785-259-8323

VICE CMDR. 
MARK RADKE

1785 Avenue V
Sterling 67579
620-204-8508

EIGHTH DISTRICT
COMMANDER
DAN STACY

1106 W. McArtor
Dodge City 67801

620-430-0750
VICE CMDR. 

LARRY HALL
PO Box 216

Sublette 67877
620-271-8483

Greetings 7th District. Sum-
mer is almost half gone and we 
fi nd ourselves gearing up for 
another year.  If you haven’t 
done so, please turn in all of 
your Life Memberships.  Also, 
please check your Post roster 
and make sure all of your de-
ceased members are removed. 

Does your Post have a 
School Recognition event such 
as Oratorical Recognition? 
What about Boys State or Ca-
det Law? Please ask yourself 
what your Post can do to help 
veterans and their families. If 
you have someone who would 
be interested in these programs 
ask Mark Radke or me how the 
District can help. 

All of our District Offi cers 
look forward to serving you 
this year. I have asked each 
of my District Offi cers to join 
together so we can visit every 
Post in District 7. We also need 
to get the word out about what 
we, as The American Legion, 
do for our veterans and for our 
community. Use your local 
newspaper, radio, schools, and 
city and county meetings to let 
the average person know that 
the Legion is working for our 
veterans. 

Our District and Depart-
ment Conventions are behind 
us and now we are preparing 
for the National Convention 
in Baltimore. In the mean-
time we should continue 
working on 2015 renewals. 
We need to go out and knock 
on doors to get the holdouts 
to renew their current year 
membership.  I urge the Post 
Adjutants to submit the 2016 
renewals for all Post offi cers 
and life members now.  Re-
cruiting and retaining mem-
bers should be shared by the 
entire Post.  

The 8th District revitaliza-
tion will be in Dodge City at 
Post 47. The dates are Sep-
tember 25, 26, and 27th.  We 
will have a meet and greet 
and Commander’s Home-
coming on Saturday.  The ho-
tel choices are Super 8, Days 
Inn or America’s Best Value 
Inn. When we do the revi-
talizations we need as many 
District and Post offi cers as 
possible to be there. We have 
people coming from all over 
the state to help us work the 
transfer list.  I also want to 
thank all of the Legion mem-
bers who have supported me.  
We need to keep in mind why 
we do this work.  It would be 
great if we could bring all of 
our men and women home. 
All we can do is pray that 
they all remain safe until their 
return.  By now all of our 
Posts have my phone number 
and email address as well as 
our webpage. If you and your 

DETACHMENT
COMMANDER

******
Richard Strothman
2422 W. Greenfield
Wichita, KS 67217

316-990-5345

It is an honor to be a part 
of the leadership team for the 
Kansas American Legion Fam-
ily.  Working “Hand in Hand, 
Together We Stand, Keeping 
the Promises” The American 
Legion Auxiliary members 
pledge their help and support.  

The Department of Kansas, 
American Legion Auxiliary 
was excited to learn that an 
American Legion Auxiliary 
Foundation Grant had been 
awarded to be used to support 
the Ray Miller Fitness Trail 
on the grounds of the Leaven-
worth VA Facility.  The grant 
provided the Department the 
ability to provide three fi tness 
stations along this walkway.  

Remember membership is 
the lifeline of this organization.  
Renewal memberships can be 
sent into the Department Of-
fi ce or members can individu-
ally pay online beginning July 
1. New members for the up-
coming membership year can 

be entered into the membership 
program on Sept. 1st. 

Fall Conference is Septem-
ber 19th at the Emporia Post 
Home.  On Friday evening, 
Sept. 18, a Diva Night to raise 
funds for the National Presi-
dent’s Project, the Auxiliary 
Emergency Fund will be held.  
Units are encouraged to bring 
or send to Department Head-
quarters a minimum of $ 10.00 
to support this project.  Units 
can also order the Junior Patriot 
Booklets to be picked up dur-
ing Fall Conference.  

If your Unit is hosting a 
function that you would like a 
Department Offi cer to attend, 
notify the Department Offi ce 
and myself to place the event 
on the calendar and have a rep-
resentative present.   Working 
Together the Department of 
Kansas will continue to accom-
plish the promises each mem-
ber made during their initiation.

AUXILIARY
PRESIDENT

******
Jeanne Haas

600 Arrowhead Dr. 
New Strawn, KS 66839

620-364-5893

Hello all, Commander 
Strothman here.

The new membership year 
has begun.  We celebrated our 
37th consecutive all time high 
in membership.  Now I am ask-
ing for everyone to push hard 
for our 38th consecutive year.  
All Squadrons need to be sure 
to return their old/unissued 
cards to Headquarters now.   
Let’s get off to a good start by 
everyone getting rid of their 
“goose-eggs.”  As soon as you 
receive your new cards please 
transmit your Squadron offi -
cer’s dues, it’s just that easy.  

If your Squadron hasn’t sub-
mitted a current offi cer’s list for 

2015-2016 please do so.   Not 
only does Headquarters use 
this as contact info for your 
Squadron but it also serves as 
a mailing list for Detachment 
mailings.  

Just a reminder, we are con-
sidering doing our monthly 
newsletter, the SALute, strictly 
electronically.  If your Squad-
ron would like to receive it by 
e-mail please send us an e-mail 
for your Squadron.  One e-mail 
per Squadron please to Wes 
Wills at  w16wills@prodigy.
net.  We will continue to put 
the SALute on the SAL Kansas 
website ( www.kssal.org ). 

Until next month.

I want to ask every Post to 
review their life membership 
list to make certain each of their 
life members are still alive. No-
tify Department Headquarters 
of any deceased life members.

We have three planned 
membership drives and other 
events.....

The fi rst will be in Colby, 
the second one will be in Phil-
ipsburg and the third will be at 
my Homecoming in Concordia. 
More information about the 
Homecoming will be sent in 
late August.   Together we can 
make our District number one 
in the state this year.

The District needs mem-
bers to man the booth at the 
State Fair.  Our days are Sep-
tember 13th and 20th. Please 
contact me for times avail-
able.  As always, make mem-
bership renewal a top priority. 
We can’t afford to get behind 
on membership. If we can 
help your Post in any way, 
Mark and I are only a phone 
call or email away. 

Post haven’t signed up on myl-
egion.org I urge you to do so. 

Until next time, God bless all 
of you and God bless America 
and The American Legion.

Put National 
Convention on 
Your Agenda

By Wes Wills, 
Detachment of Kansas 

In 1998 I was asked by a cou-
ple of other Kansas Sons of The 
American Legion members if I 
would be interested in attending 
an American Legion national 
convention in New Orleans. I 
had never been to a convention 
or to New Orleans, so I agreed to 
go. That fi rst convention was an 
eye-opening experience. It was 
great getting to meet members 
from all over the country, along 
with learning how a national 
convention is run. For 13 of the 
next 14 conventions I was able 
to attend, enjoy and continue to 
learn about the organization.

I would like to encourage 
all members of the Sons of The 
American Legion to put attend-
ing a national convention on 
their future agenda. There is 
something for every age group 
and from blue cap to gold cap.

How do you go about attend-
ing? Get with your Legion de-
partment headquarters and fi nd 
out how to be a delegate and 
how their housing arrangements 
are handled. You must be a reg-
istered delegate to attend a con-
vention or meeting.

This year in Baltimore will be 
the 97th Legion convention and 
the 44th SAL convention. Fifty 
Five detachments will be en-
couraged to send their delegates 
to the convention. Last year in 
Charlotte, N.C., there were 882 
delegates in attendance. This 
year’s SAL convention will be 
from August 28-30.

What can you expect during 
the convention? Convention 
sessions will include awards, 
donations, color guard and band 
contests, blood drives, memorial 
service, a parade, and numer-
ous exhibits with Emblem Sales 
merchandise. At the end of the 
convention the SAL leadership 
for next year will be elected and 
installed.

While in Baltimore you can 
attend an Orioles or Ravens 
game, go on a boat cruise, visit 
the many military exhibits or nu-
merous sight-seeing attractions.
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DEPARTMENT 

COMMITTEES
BOYS’ STATE: R. C. Shoe-

maker, PO Box 3503, Olathe 
66063; Don Whitten, 16525 
Military Trail Road, Wamego 
66547; Don Thompson, 4821 
Rockridge Ct., Manhattan 
66503.

CADET LAW ENFORCE-
MENT ACADEMY: Elgin 
Wahlborg, 32138 61st St., Ar-
kansas City 67005; Gaylord 
Sanneman, 608 Terrace Dr., 
Newton 67114; David Carter, 
PO Box 174, Sublette 67877.

BASEBALL: Keith Melick, 
2400 S. 17th Terr., Leavenworth 
66048; Bill Dirreen, 559 W. 11th 
St., Hoisington 67544; Darren 
McMullen, 604 E. Lincoln, 
Norton 67654.

BOWLING: Gary Loucks, 
902 Homewood St., Emporia 
66801; Clyde Criss, 2040 SE 
37th St., Topeka 66605; Rodney 
Apps, PO Box 167, Burrton 
67020.

SCHOOL AWARDS COUN-
TY GOVERNMENT  & FLAG 
EDUCATION: Dan Wiley, 
24801 227th St., Leavenworth 
66048; Kenny Lehman, 2752 
CR 2000, Caney 67333; Dave 
Mader, 481 Avenida Calandria, 
Hemet, CA 92545.

CHILDREN & YOUTH & 
SCOUTING:  Deeann D. Danin, 
3032 N. Tee Time, Wichita 
67205; Don Klein, 409 E. Ad-
ams, Sterling 67579; Tom Do-
belbower, 1819 SW Village Dr., 
Topeka 66604. 

SCHOLARSHIP & ORA-
TORICAL: Mike Oppy, 3121 
Shaffer, Manhattan 66503; Ed 
Mendoza, 412 Twisted Oak, 
Derby 67037; Alvin Schugart, 
13777 BB St., Bazine 67516.

CIVIL PREPAREDNESS:  
Tom Emerson, 615 W. 3rd Ave., 
Garnett 66032; Bruce Branson, 
602 E. 85th, Hutchinson 67502; 
Ralph Schneider, 5141 Lucille 
Lane, Shawnee Mission 66203.

FINANCE: Jim Buterbaugh, 
720 E. 10th, Winfi eld 67156;  
Ernie Cooper, 1117 N. Annie, 
Olathe 66061; Dave Thomas, 
18676 Logan Road, Leaven-
worth 66048.

FOR GOD & COUNTRY: 
Rev. Glenn Patterson, 1807 
Stoddard St., Cape Girardeau, 
MO 63701; Rev., Jack Kume, 
14712 S. Navaho Dr., Olathe 
66062; Rev. Keith Fink, 227 N. 
9th St., Kiowa 67070.

LEGISLATIVE:; Ralph Dal-
rymple, 22659 N. 155th St., 
Basehor 66007; Ralph Snyder, 
332 SE 46th St., Topeka 66609; 
Roy Dixon, 1916 Labrador, 
Garden City 67846.

MUSIC: Spencer Madison,  
108 S. 5th St., Everest, 66424; 
Basil Pepperd, PO Box 36 Can-
ton 67428.

PUBLIC RELATIONS:  Ed 
DeWitte, 5414 Caenen, Shaw-
nee Mission 66216; Gary Slim-
mer, 5948 NW Westbrook Dr., 
Topeka 66617; Ralph Snyder, 
332 SE 46th St., Topeka 66609.

SHOOTING SPORTS:  A. 
C. Byrd, 1418 Nottingham 
Road, Leavenworth 66048; 
Kerry Jackson, 426 Prairie Bend 
Road, Meriden 66512; Duane 
Clemons, 28201 V Road, Whit-
ing 66552.

VETERANS AFFAIRS 
& REHABILITATION: Pat 
Culver, 225 S. Willow, Derby 
67037; Damon Christensen, 
PO Box 192, Concordia 66901; 
Jim Potts, 15746 Pheasant Run, 
Mayetta 66509.

NATIONAL SECURITY: 
Tom Gregg, PO Box 488, Wray, 
CO 80758; Ray Vail, PO Box 
152, Arma 66712; Rod Ziemer, 
4112 Lakeview Dr., Leaven-
worth 66048.

GOLF: Carroll Peppersack, 
805 N. Kansas Ave., Frankfort 
66427; Richard Geike, 204 E.  
Grandview Dr., Junction City 
66441; Kerry Jackson, 426 Prai-
rie Bend Road, Meriden 66512.

SAL: Dave Hazelwood, 208 
W. 9th St., Concordia 66901; 
Tom Tschantz, 209 Miami, Bur-
lington 66839; Charles Trapp, 
1012 E. Market St., Derby 
67037.

ENERGY: Charles Trapp, 
1012 E. Market St., Derby 
67037; Fred Meyer, 318 W. 
Chestnut St., Junction City 

66441; Harold Randa, 829 
Newfoundland Dr., Manhattan 
66502.

CAMPORAMA: Tom Em-
erson, 615 W. 3rd Ave., Garnett 
66032; Wiley Simhiser, 312 
Highway K-168, Lehigh 67073; 
Jayson Massey, 1115 Ash Ct., 
Lyndon 66451.

ECONOMICS: Max Alber, 
PO Box 261, Little River 67457; 
Larry Collins, 1305 E. 6th St., 
Hutchinson 67501; Eszter Blair, 
403 Dixon ave., Green 67447.

EMPLOYMENT: Jerry Hu-
gunin, 2611 Quail Road NE, 
Waverly 66871; Tom Howard, 
2012 Sioux Dr., Garden City 
67846; John Meyer, 7690 W. 
311th St., Louisburg 66053.

FOREIGN RELATIONS: 
Terry Stephenson, 32197 57th 
Dr., Arkansas City 67005; Glenn 
Wilson, 13739 W. 65th St., 
Shawnee 66216; Tim Russell, 
1213 Summit, Baldwin City 
66006.

EISENHOWER DAY:   John 
Meyeres, 280909 140 Road, 
Bazine  67516; Jim Arwine, 
2603 Belmont Place, Garden 
City 67846; Paul Sanford, 109 
Southport Ct., Newton 67112.

POW/MIA:  Don Boyer, 
7632 Legler, Shawnee 66216; 
Terry Watkins, PO Box 211, Sa-
lina 67402; Dave Bierbrodt, 407 
N. 69 Highway, ARma 66712. 

LEGION RIDERS: Don 
Behrens, Sr., 435 E. Elizabeth, 
McPherson 67460; Robert Rob-
inson, 2233 Linda Jean Dr., 
Independence 67301; Lambert 
Staab, 1703 Felten Dr., Hays 
67601.

MEMBERSHIP: Bob Mun-
son, 215 W. 18th St., Pittsburg 
66762; Gaylord Sanneman, 608 
Terrace Dr., Newton 67114; Paul 
Sanford, 109 Southport Ct., 
Newton 67112; Ralph Schnei-
der, 5141 Lucille Lane, Shawnee 
Mission 66203.

CENTENNIAL CELEBRA-
TION: Gaylord Sanneman, 608 
Terrace Dr., Newton 67114; Jim 
Arwine, 2603 Belmont Pl., Gar-
den City 67846; Phillip Swartz, 
8402 England St., Overland 
Park 66212.

They Say There Are No 
Guarantees In Retirement

USAA Begs To Differ
Looking for a safe haven for 

retirement savings?  Why not 
consider a Flexible Retirement 
Annuity?  Here’s what one 
can provide: Stability that can 
rpovide a lifetime of income 
during retirement; guaranteed 
growth without market risk (1); 
guaranteed rates (2); and guar-
anteed bonus rate for 12 months 
(3) (The premium bonus rate is 
subject to change but will never 
be less than 1%.  The premium 
bonus is not available in certain 
states).

1. Guarantees apply to 
certain insurance and annu-
ity products and are subject to 
product terms, exclusions, and 
limitation, and the insurer’s 
claims-paying ability and fi -
nancial strength.

2. The minimum guaran-
teed interest rate is subject to 
change and may vary by prod-
uct and state.  The minimum 
guaranteed interest credited to 
the contract will be 1-3%.  The 
minimum guaranteed rate is 
fi xed and will not change after 
the contract is issued.

3. Premium bonus offer is 
limited to the purchase of a new 
USAA Flexible Retirement An-
nuity only.  The advertised rate 
shown is the rate cureently in 
effect and is subject to change 
without notice.  Premium bo-
nus amount will never be less 
than 1% of your fi rst-year pre-
miums.  Not available in New 
York.

Annuities are suitable for 
long-term investing, particu-
larly retirement savings.  An 
annuity is an insurance contract 

sold by an insurance company 
designed to provide an income, 
usually after retirement, that 
cannot be outlived.  There are 
fees, expenses, and surrender 
charges that may apply.  Money 
not previously taxed is taxed 
as income when withdrawn.  
Withdrawals before age 59.5 
may be subject to a 10% federal 
tax penalty.

FRA interest rates may 
change monthly.  The interest 
rate shown is the effective an-
nual rate for premiums received 
during the month shown and 
may not match rates applied 
to existing contracts.  Interest 
credited to existing contracts 
depends on when premiums are 
received and the amount of pre-
miums paid.  Annuities do not 
provide any tax-deferral advan-
tage over other types of invest-
ments within a qualifi ed plan.

You may wish to seek inde-
pendent legal or fi nancial ad-
vice before selling or liquidat-
ing any assets and prior to the 
purchase of any life or annuity 
products.  The law concerning 
tax and retirement plans is com-
plex, penalities are severe, and 
the laws of your state may dif-
fer.  Consult your tax and legal 
advisors regarding your specif-
ic situation.

Investment/Insurance: Not 
FDIC insured, not band issued, 
guaranteed or underwritten, and 
may lose value.

Is a fi xed anuity the right fi t 
for your retirement portfolio?  
Our licensed advisors can help 
you decide.  For more informa-
tion call 877-699-2654.

IKE Memorial

country — in war and peace,” 
she said. 

The tax fi lings, however, 
show 94 percent of last year’s 
program funding was used to 
“educate the public and deci-
sion makers on issues related to 
the process and design” of the 
memorial.

It also announced journalist 
and “The Greatest Generation” 
author Tom Brokaw has joined 
its advisory board. Brokaw said 
he will not be involved in the 
fundraising, but he joined “as a 

favor to Bob Dole.”
“I’m just hopeful this can be 

resolved amicably and the proj-
ect can go forward, because 
Eisenhower deserves his per-
manent place on the Mall while 
WWII vets are still around to 
pay homage,” Brokaw said.

Dole is making calls on their 
behalf, but he is losing pa-
tience. The memorial will take 
three years to build, he said, 
and thousands of vets will die 
each year.
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DEPARTMENT
CHAPLAIN

Glenn
Patterson

Adams, William V. (WWII) .... Leavenworth 23
Aikins, Russell D. (Persian Gulf) ........ Chanute
Alexander, Robert K. (Korea) ............ Salina 62
Allen, Bill (WWII) .....................Council Grove
Anderson, Clair S. (WWII) ...............Concordia
Ash, William E. (Korea) ......................Emporia
Austin, John C. (Vietnam) ........................Paola
Bandel, Ruben R. ............................. St. Francis
Barnhart, Warren L. (Korea) ........... McPherson
Batt, Dennis D. ................................ Great Bend
Bernard, William H. (WWII) ...............Winfi eld
Berry, Vaughn A.  ....................... Overland Park
Bigelow, Ralph L. (WWII) ............Wichita 401
Bihlmaier, Gene (WWII) .....................Osborne
Blees, Jimmie L. (Vietnam) ...........Wichita 401
Bove, Anthony P. (WWII) ..............Wichita 401
Boyer, Kenneth E. (WWII) .............Hutchinson
Braun, Vance O. (Korea) ...................Concordia
Bretz, Frank N. (WWII) ...........................Hoxie
Brooks, Jimmy D. ............................... Hill City
Bucl, Ernest (WWII) .......................... LaCrosse
Burns, Calvin L. (Vietnam) ........Council Grove
Carney, Marvin (Korea) .................. Coffeyville
Carter, Kenneth E. (WWII) .....................Olathe
Caudill, Roger (Korea) .........................Hanover
Cerne, Al (WWII) ...................................Olathe
Cheswick, Donald L. (Korea) ............ Salina 62
Chevalier, Charles J. (Korea) ............Louisburg
Chisham, Kenneth R. (WWII) ............... Norton
Clark, Ernest (WWII) ...................Valley Center
Coats, James L. (WWII) ..................... Hill City
Cooper, Jack M. (Korea) ...................El Dorado
Copeland, Charles W. (Vietnam) Arkansas City
Corn, Mike (Vietnam) ....................Wichita 401
Cox, Lawrence D. (WWII) ...............Concordia
Cunningham, James E. (Vietnam) .Wichita 273
Curry, C. H. (WWII) ......................Wichita 401
Dayton, Roland H. (WWII) ....Derby/Haysville
Denison, William H. ...............................Olathe
Dietrich, Lawrence J.  .......................... Chanute
Dinkel, Rudy (WWII) ....................... Grainfi eld
Dreher, Earl W. (Vietnam) ........... Junction City
Dulaney, Philip C. (Korea) ......Derby/Haysville
Dunivant, Don (Korea) ........................ Chanute
Elliott, Ivan C. (WWII) ............................... Iola
Endres, Philip J. (WWII) ...............Wichita 401
Fickel, Herbert L. (WWII) ........................Paola
Fine, Ralph (WWII) ..................... Junction City
Ford, Jack H. (WWII) ...........................Ulysses
Fraker, Robert (WWII).......................... Oberlin
Frantz, David A. (Vietnam) .....................Tampa
Frazier, Johnnie C. (Korea) ...............Topeka 58
Gates, Griffi th G. (WWII) ................ Manhattan
Gay, Alvin M. (WWII) ......................... Chanute
Gleason, Donald J. (WWII) ................Topeka 1
Gordon, Leonard (WWII) ....................Emporia
Gosselin, Andrew (WWII) .................. Hill City
Greep, Kenneth (WWII) .................... Longford
Groves, Daniel (WWII) .................. Coffeyville
Hames, Ray  ......................................... Chanute
Hansen, Ron (Lebanon/Grenada) ........ Mulvane
Hartman, Karl E. (WWII) ................... Mulvane
Hastert, Arthur L. .................... Leavenworth 23
Hebenstriet, Ernest L. (WWII) ................Olathe
Hedges, George (Korea) ...................... Chanute
Heiens, William W. (Korea) ................ Mulvane
Hickman, George, Jr. (WWII) ....Council Grove
Hoefl icker, Walter E. (Korea) .................Olathe
Hoff, Ed E. (Lebanon/Grenada) .....Pittsburg 64
Hoppe, Fred W. (Vietnam) ................Topeka 58
Horinek, Leroy (Korea) ........................Atwood
Horkman, Milbern A. (WWII) ..........Concordia
Huggins, James P. (Vietnam) ..........Topeka 400
Hurst, Robert E. (Vietnam) ...............Marquette
Ireland, David S. (Vietnam) ............Topeka 400
Jantz, Fiennes H. (WWII) .......................Tampa
Johnson, David R. (Vietnam) ........... McDonald
Jones, Charles N. (Korea) ...............Topeka 400
Jones, Wayne L. (Korea) ................. Coffeyville
Kahnt, Keith R. (Vietnam) ...............White City
Karle, Robert E. (Korea) .................Topeka 400
Keith, Kenneth F. (WWII) .............. Coffeyville
Kerns, Richard W., Jr. (Persian Gulf) ... Chanute
Kime, Edwin C. (Vietnam) ............Pittsburg 64
King, Dean (WWII) ........................... Longford
Kirby, Charles E. (Vietnam) ...........Wichita 401
Klitzke, Carl J. (WWII) ......................Brownell
Knowles, Wayne (Korea) .....................Osborne
Ladehoff, William D. (Vietnam) ........... Oberlin
Leaton, Paul (WWII) ..............Kansas City 199
Leiker, Erwin (Vietnam) ................. Great Bend
Leinacker, Norman L. (Korea) ........Topeka 400
Leslie, Courtney B. (Persian Gulf) ..... Hugoton
Lind, Herbert E. (Vietnam) .............. Manhattan
Lingenfelter, Harold (Vietnam) .................Allen

Lohfi nk, Leroy (WWII) ....................... Sublette
Lotker, Floyd, Jr. (WWII) ..................... Oberlin
Lyman, Richard L., Jr. (Vietnam) .......Shawnee
Mann, Robert E. (WWII) ......................Atwood
Mathy, James W. (Korea) ................Topeka 400
Matney, Clyde E. (WWII) ................... Ozawkie
Matula, Jon C. (Vietnam) ......................Burrton
McCallion, Donald E. (Korea) ...............Elkhart
McDermeit, Clyde (Korea) ................ Salina 62
McFarlin, Julius (WWII) ....................Shawnee
Mellenbruch, J. O. (WWII) ................. Fairview
Metzker, Robert F. (Korea) ....................... Hays
Milburn, Harold (WWII) ................Hutchinson
Miller, Carlos (WWII) .................... Great Bend
Mills, Albert (WWII) ...............................Hoxie
Montague, Samuel A. (WWII) ... Overland Park
Moore, Charles K., Sr. (WWII) .......Tonganoxie
Moore, Clarles L. (WWII) ......... Overland Park
Moore, Raymond R. (Vietnam) ........Louisburg
Moore, Vernon (WWII).........................Fontana
Morford, Woodrow (Vietnam) .............. Oberlin
Morgan, Earl C. (WWII) ...................... Chanute
Morrison, Pat (WWII) .....................Dodge City
Myers, Thomas S. (Lebanon/Grenada) .Sterling
Nemnich, William G. (Vietnam) Derby/Haysville
Ochs, Roy (Vietnam) ........................ Grainfi eld
Page, Walter A. (Korea) ..........................Olathe
Parks, Clifford B. (Korea) .............Yates Center
Patrick, Charles A. (Vietnam) .................Olathe
Paul, Lester L. (WWII) ...................Hutchinson
Paulsen, Robert V. (WWII) .....................Olathe
Perkins, Robert C. (Korea) .............. McPherson
Peterson, Dwayne R. (Vietnam) ...... McPherson
Phye, Tommy J. (Vietnam) .................... Harper
Pickett, Omar J. (WWII) .......................Olsburg
Piper, Floyd W. (Korea) .................Wichita 256
Pittz, Melvin L.  ..............................Topeka 400
Pyle, Thomas R. (WWII) ........................Girard
Rainey, C. C. (WWII) .......................Hutcinson
Randa, Steve (Vietnam) .................Wichita 256
Reekie, Carl E. (Korea) ....................... Mulvane
Rhoads, James F. (WWII) ......................Elkhart
Richards, Johnnie L. (WWII) ..................Olathe
Rickett, Marvin (WWII) .................... LaCrosse
Riddle, Kenneth .............................. Coffeyville
Riley, J. W., Sr. (WWII) .....................Wellinton
Ritchal, Joe M. (Korea) ..................Pittsburg 64
Robbins, Leonard E. (WWII) ........Yates Center
Ross, Donald L. (Korea) ..................... Mulvane
Rutschman, Floyd (Korea) ..............Whitewater
Samuelson, Theodore C. (Korea) ......Concordia
Schaff, William J., Sr. (Vietnam) ..... McDonald
Schmitz, Julian (Korea) .......................... Axtell
Schoonover, Dolph (WWII) ........Arkansas City
Schwaller, Henry (WWII) ......................... Hays
Shaffer, Lee (WWII) .........................Louisburg
Sherman, Keith C. (WWII) .................. Chanute
Shilling, Roger (Vietnam) ...............Tonganoxie
Shottenkirk, Lowell E. (WWII) ........... Garfi eld
Siebuhr, Leonard L. (Korea) .................Newton
Sigwing, Larry G. (Vietnam) ............Topeka 58
Simons, Robert F. (WWII) ..............Topeka 400
Slemp, John R. (WWII) .................Pittsburg 64
Smith, Charles A. (WWII) .............Mound City
Smith, Robert M. ....................... Ovreland Park
Smith, Walter L. (WWII) ........... Overland Park
Staatz, Dale M. ................................. Manhattan
Stamm, Larry D. (Korea) ..................Concordia
Stark, Raymond C. (Vietnam) .......... Overbrook
Steiner, Harold (Korea) ............................Beloit
Stout, Richard R. (Vietnam) ................. Chanute
Streeter, Glen E.  .............................Topeka 400
Tamerius, Cecil G. ....................................Cuba
Thomas, James L. (Vietnam) ............Marquette
Townsley, Clarence J. (WWII) ...... Blue Mound
Tucker, Carl D.  ......................................Elkhart
Uden, Bob (Korea) ............................... Chanute
Uthmann, E. D. (Korea) ....................... Chanute
Vega, Manuel J. (WWII) .............. Junction City
Vopata, Rudolph A. (WWII) .............. Frankfort
Ward, Vernon L. (Korea) .......................... Lakin
Warrick, Carol S. (WWII) ................Hoisington
Watkins, Victor L. (Vietnam) .............. Hugoton
Watts, Dean  ......................................... Augusta
Wear, Gary C. (Vietnam).........Kansas City 199
Webber, Aloysius P.  .......................... Grainfi eld
Wessel, Frank J. (Vietnam) ..................... Axtell
Weyman, Bill (Korea) .........................Shawnee
White, Clifford (Korea)....................... Fredonia
White, Thelbert N., Jr. (Vietnam)..........KC 199
Wiltz, Vincent G.  ..............................Topeka 58
Wunderle, Martin (Vietnam) .................. Clifton
Yarnell, Laurel (WWII) ........................ Chanute
Zink, Edward J. (WWII) ................Phillipsburg
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As I prepare this article  for 
the American Legion Sunfl ower 
I become aware that our society 
is constantly being bombarded 
with hearing different sounds, 

WHAT IS RIGHT OR 
WRONG?

"Teach me, O Lord, the way 
of your statutes.  And I shall 

keep it to the end."
Proverbs 119:33NKJV

advice, warnings, etc.  I begin to think that there is nothing sacred 
or holy or honorable in our land.  The noise it seems is calling for 
America to leave the path we have known for generations.  In my 
own understanding, it is as if there is nothing sacred or holy in all 
the world.  The values and principles that have ordered and gov-
erned humanity for thousands of years are now being cast aside.

Yet, David, Psalmist and King of Israel; has declared to His 
God that the ways of God  are pure and holy and righteous.  This 
has been true for America this past 200 years.  In fact, Fisher 
Ames (1758-1808) a Founder and politician who helped formu-
late the Bill of Rights stated:  "We gave a dangerous trend begin-
ning to take place in our education. We're starting to put more and 
more textbooks into our schools... We've become accustomed of 
late putting little books into the hands of children containing  
fables and moral lessons... We are spending less time in the class-
room on the  Bible, which should be the principal text of our 
school... The Bible states these great moral lessons better than any 
manmade book."

So, I offer to the reader; I believe in the Holy Scriptures of the 
Bible as a guide for my life. It is on this foundation that I have 
made my way of life in ministry and in military service. It has 
continued to be my guide in all that I do.

I believe that as the Preamble to the Constitution of the Ameri-
ca Legion states; For God and Country We Associate Ourselves... 
to support OUR nation is knowing what is RIGHT for America.

To Kansas American Legion:
Thank you for the honor you 

bestowed on me, American 
Legion’s 2015 VA Caregiver 
Award.  I feel that it is truly an 
honor.  The plaque is hanging 
beisde my desk and I display it 
proudly.  I conisder it a privi-
lege to work so closely with 
veterans.

Respectfully, A. Marlene 
O’Shea, RN, BSN, OCN

APPRECIATION
Dear American Legion,

Thank you as so much for 
allowing me the opportunity 
to participate in Cadet Law.  
I learned a lot, made great 
friends, and have lifetime 
memories.

Thanks Again,
Jack O’Brien
Overland Park, KS

VA Expands Disability 
Benefi ts for Air Force 
Personnel Exposed to 
Contaminated C-123 

Aircraft
The Department of Veterans 

Affairs (VA) today published 
a new regulation that expands 
eligibility for some benefi ts for 
a select group of Air Force Vet-
erans and Air Force Reserve 
personnel who were exposed 
to the herbicide Agent Orange 
through regular and repeated 
contact with contaminated 
C-123 aircraft that had been 
used in Vietnam as part of Op-
eration Ranch Hand (ORH).

VA published this regulation 
as an interim fi nal rule so that it 
could immediately begin pro-
viding benefi ts to eligible Air 
Force veterans and Air Force 
Reserve personnel who sub-
mit a disability compensation 
claim for any of the 14 medical 
conditions that have been de-
termined by VA to be related to 
exposure to Agent Orange.

Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs Robert A. McDonald 
made the decision to expand 
benefi ts following receipt of 
a 2015 report by the National 
Academy of Sciences Institute 
of Medicine (IOM) on Post-
Vietnam Dioxin Exposure in 
Agent Orange-Contaminated 
C-123 Aircraft. This VA-re-
quested report found evidence 
that as many as 1,500 to 2,100 
Air Force and Air Force Re-
serve personnel who served 
as fl ight, medical and ground 
maintenance crew members on 
ORH C-123 aircraft previously 
used to spray Agent Orange in 
Vietnam were exposed to the 
herbicide.

Under this new rule, Air 
Force and Air Force Reserve 
fl ight, medical and ground 
maintenance crewmembers 
who served on the contami-
nated ORH C-123s are pre-
sumed to have been exposed to 
herbicides during their service, 
thus making it easier for them 
to establish entitlement for 
some VA benefi ts if they de-
velop an Agent Orange-related 
presumptive condition. In ad-
dition, for affected Air Force 
Reserve crew members, VA 
will presume that their Agent 
Orange-related condition had 
its onset during their Reserve 
training. This change ensures 
that these reservists are eligible 

(Continued Page 8)
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(Continued from Page 7)
The Legion families in this 

Department are very fortunate 
to be part of something that 
has been around almost half a 
century – the Legionnaire In-
surance Trust (LIT). The De-
partment joined with the other 
49 Departments that make-up 
the LIT. The LIT became this 
Department’s sponsored insur-
ance program and remains so 
today. Make no mistake, the 
broad range of insurance prod-
ucts and services found un-
der the LIT umbrella are your 
products and services. These 
products and services are not 
available to just anyone – other 
veterans included – but only to 
members of this Department’s 
Legion Family.

By combining this Depart-
ment’s insurance programs 
with the other LIT participat-
ing Departments, we can be as-
sured our products and services 
are continually reviewed and 
updated (plus new programs 
added) so that you have access 
to the best selection possible. 
The oversight of the programs 
of the LIT is done by a Board 
of Trust Directors – one Le-
gionnaire Director from each 
participating Department. Like 
most Legion “jobs,” it is an 
unpaid appointment so the Di-
rector is serving on your behalf 
and not his; which is one more 
way to make sure you are get-

LIT Products and Services 
Exclusively for Legion Families

ting the best possible coverage 
when you buy through your 
Department.

Again, this Department 
sponsors a broad range of in-
surance products and services 
– ranging from the “no-cost” 
AD&D to HOSPITAL HELP to 
CANCER CARE to Emergen-
cy Assistance + (EA+) to Medi-
care Supplement and more - so 
one or more will likely fi ll a 
need or void in your family’s 
insurance portfolio. But, let’s 
talk a bit about buying insur-
ance – the best way to buy is 
to shop, compare, and then 
purchase the coverage from 
a source you trust. We invite 
you to compare this Depart-
ment’s endorsed products with 
any on the market and then you 
can buy with the confi dence 
of over 49 years of continuous 
service to Legion families be-
hind the LIT. (By the way, buy-
ing through the LIT also helps 
the Department in its ability to 
serve our veterans and the com-
munities.)

To learn more about your 
Department’s insurance prod-
ucts and services please call 
the LIT’s administrator at (800) 
235-6943 or check-out the pro-
grams at www.theLIT.com. Ei-
ther way, there will be no hard-
sell or obligation to buy when 
you do.IMPOSTER SCAMS

You get a call or an email.  It might say you’ve won a prize.  It 
might seem to come from a government offi cial.  Maybe it seems 
to be from someone you know - your grandchild, a relative, or a 
friend.  Or maybe it’s from someone you feel like you know, but 
your haven’t met in person - say, a person you met online who 
you’ve been writing to.

Whatever the story, the request is the same: wire money to pay 
taxes or fees, or to help someone you care about.

But is the person who you think it is?  Is there an emergency or 
a prize?  Judging by the complaints to the Federal Trade Commis-
sion (FTC), the answer is no.  The person calling you is pretending 
to be someone else.

Here’s what you can do:
1.  Stop.  Check it out - before you wire money to anyone.  Call 

the person, the government agency, or someone else you trust.  Get 
the real story.  Then decide what to do.  No government agency 
will ever ask you to wire money.

2. Pass this information on to a friend.  You may not have got-
ten one of these calls or emails.  But the chances are you know 
someone who has.

Want to know more?  Sign up for scam alerts at ftc.gov/sub-
scribe.  Please report scams.  If you spot a scam, please report it to 
the Federal Trade Commission.  Call the FTC at 877-FTC-HELP 
(877-328-4357) or TTY 866-563-4261.  Go online: ftc.gov/com-
plaint

Your complaint can help protect other people.  By fi ling a com-
plaint, you can help the FTC’s investigators identify the imposters 
and stop them before they can get someone’s hard earned money.  
It really makes a difference.

We are excited to announce 
two great changes to  Legion-
Care , your No-Cost AD&D 
Program

 Starting right now  and for 
enrollments after 1/1/2015, 
anyone  enrolled in LegionCare 
will be covered for as long as 
they maintain  their member-
ship in The American  Legion. 
This new “one and done” ap-
proach will save from needing 
to re-enroll every 5 years. The 
LegionCare program will con-
tinue to cover you for $1,000 
of AD&D coverage plus pro-
vide the added benefi t of up to 
$5,000 if the accidental loss oc-
curs when on “offi cial Legion 
business.” *  

Exciting Announcement from the 
Legionnaire Insurance Trust

We want you to know too,  
LegionCare is now available 
to all members of the Legion 
Family including the American 
Legion Auxiliary and Sons of 
the American Legion members 
18 years and older. The Le-
gionnaire Insurance Trust has 
been working hard to provide 
valuable benefi ts to your entire  
family and we look forward to 
continuing to serve  veterans’ 
insurance needs.

To enroll, please visit www.
TheLIT.com now.

• Bonus benefi t for Le-
gion business travel in not 
available in MN and NH.

VA Expands Disability 
Benefi ts

for VA disability compensation 
and medical care for any Agent 
Orange-related presumptive 
condition, and that their sur-
viving dependents are eligible 
for dependency and indemnity 
compensation and burial ben-
efi ts.

The interim fi nal rule can be 
found on the Federal Register: 
www.federalregister.gov/pub-
lic-inspection. VA will imme-
diately begin processing claims 
and issuing benefi ts to eligible 
Air Force crew members.

VA encourages reservists 
who were assigned to fl ight, 
ground or medical crew duties 
at Lockbourne/Rickenbacker 
Air Force Base in Ohio (906th  
and 907th Tactical Air Groups 
or 355th and 356th Tactical 
Airlift Squadron), Westover Air 
Force Base in Massachusetts 
(731st Tactical Air Squadron 
and 74th Aeromedical Evacu-
ation Squadron) or Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania, International 
Airport ( 758th Airlift Squad-
ron) during the period 1969 to 
1986, and developed an Agent 
Orange-related disability to 
fi le a disability compensation 
claim online through the joint 
VA-Department of Defense 
web portal, eBenefi ts (https://
www.ebenefi ts.va.gov/).

VA also has identifi ed sever-
al active duty locations where 
ORH C-123 aircraft may have 
been used following their ser-
vice in Vietnam. Active duty 
personnel who served in a reg-
ular USAF unit location where 
a contaminated C-123 was as-
signed and who had regular 
and repeated contact with the 
aircraft through fl ight, ground 
or medical duties during the pe-
riod 1969 to 1986, and who de-
velop an Agent Orange-related 
disability, also are encouraged 
to apply for benefi ts. For more 
information on applying for 
these benefi ts, including the af-
fected units, Air Force Special-
ty Codes and dates of service 
for affected crew members, 
and a listing of Agent Orange-
related conditions, visit www.
benefits.va.gov/compensa-
tion/agentorange-c123.asp
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